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A GOOD WINNER- HARPER PRIZE NOVEL 
January 5 


White, Robin Harper 
ELEPHANT HILL $3.50 


* It is not often that one can greet a prize novel with unreserved enthusiasm. 
But here, in this his second novel, Robin White fulfills the immense premise of his 
earlier House of Many Rooms. Once again an American mission family in India is in- 
volved- but this time the focus is on the sister of the medical missionary's wife, 
Beth Sumner, who has come out to visit her sister and to escape the emptiness and the 
frustration of her life at home. That she is thirty five, with neither job nor roots 
to return to, makes her singularly vulnerable, but it seemed wholly unlikely that she 
would meet fate in the person of an equally insecure man, Alagarsami, an Indian mer- 
chant, in the crowded 3rd class compartment. Or that he would prove to be the one 
man with whom her brother-in-law and sister refused to allow any communication. A 
succession of misunderstandings, hurt and insult and incomprehensible sense of mutual 
belonging eventually came to a crisis when everything each had tried to do seemed in 
ruins. And through the process every figure in the little drama, down to the children 
of the mission family, and the ancient uncle and the mother of the Indian household, . 
develop as complete entities. While there is no immense philosophical problem posed 
or solved, one feels that here is a lesson in communication, an area in which inter- 
national relationships have suffered so much. The style is pleasing, warm, unself- 
conscious. I liked the book. (LC: 58-1269). 


' A Reasonabiy High Average- Two Stand Above 


Perhaps L. P. Hartley is caviar —- but we recommend MY FELLOW DEVILS (British Book 
Centre); and Dorothy Evelyn Smith has an alluring tale in MISS PLUM AND MISS PENNY 
(Dutton). See pages following for reviews. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


January 5 


Rasmussen, Gerhard Crowell 
NO LEAVE FOR THE CAPTAIN $3.00 


Two unexploded German mines on the English coast have cost the life of one 
mine disposal expert. The same type of mine has destroyed British ships and sailors, 
and now the mines are to cause a crisis in the lives of Jack and Gill Harrison, June 
Kingston, her husband Mike and his father George. George, an alcoholic and a man 
believed guilty of sacrificing his command at Dunkirk, wants to risk his life on the 
mines, but the commanding officer has orders that the job must be successful and 
doesn't trust the elder Kingston. Mike and Jack are chosen and the former, who has 
always been ashamed of his seedy father, calls him a coward who is willing to sacri- 
fice his son's life to save his own. Jack and Mike communicate by radiophone as they 
work on their individual mines and Mike, numbed by fear, lets Jack take all the pre- 
liminary risks, Jack's mine explodes and then Mike is able to render his mine safe 
and discover its secrets. Imagine everyone's surprise when Jack turns up alive. 
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George had waylaid him, knocked him out, bound and gagged him ard then disguised his 
voice on the intercom. Unreal characters in a real situation is a capsule criticism of 
a book that is more a sermon on God, love, power, conscience and courage than a piece 
of convincing fiction. (LC:58-11092) 





January 5 


Edwards, Samuel McGraw-Hill 
THE NAKED MAJA $3.95 


.--is Goya's famous painting of the Duchess of Alba, and this fictionalized 
biography of the artist centers about their stormy love affair. Goya's life, filled as 
it is with defiance of authority, duels, bull fights, exile, love affairs, excursions 
into the highest and lowest society makes a better plot for historical fiction than the 
most lurid make-believe. It is to the author's credit that although when there are an- 
biguities in the motivation and events of the lives of Goya and the duchess he tends 
towards the more sensational interpretation, he writes in a constrained manner and lets 
his characters speak for themselves. It would take a much greater talent than Mr. 
Edwards' to do full justice to the mind and art of Francisco Goya, but here is, neverthe- 
less, a novel of interest, color, warmth and excitement. (LC:59-7842) 


January 6 


Mannix, Edward Dial Press 
AN END TO FURY $4.95 


* Edward Mannix's only previously published work was a short story. His first 
novel is impressive: powerful, violent and intense. This is a story, told in some flash- 
back, of a lower-middle class Irish Catholic family, their politics, their church, their 
loves and hates, their desperations and their resignations. Daniel "Star" Boyle was a 
bricklayer by trade, a boisterous, engaging braggart by temperament. The depression and 
the attendant and resultant disintegration of his marriage had stifled his spirit, had 
atrophied his ambition, now, for anything but a soft job in the Jersey City machine. And 
he resented being a janitor. His wife, Ceil, who once had been pretty, had become mount- 
ainous and a sentimental pious fraud whose intense church-going was a sickly substitute 
for a once satisfactory relationship with her husband. She lives only for the ordination 
of their son Francis. In vast detail and with explicit sexual annotation the author des- 
cribes the Boyle circle: the Seventh Avenue garment industry in New York City where Clare 
is a model; Vincent's wandering with a carnival, his alienation from his family, his re- 
jection of a faith he despises in favor of nothing but a "hope in hope"; Francis' return 
from the seminary because of a homosexual experience, (the plausibility of which situation, 
incidentally, is weakened, if not vitiated, by the logic used to defend it), and his sub- 
sequent suicide. A fierce book which will be found offensive, but which has life however 
much one might argue with its expression. (LC:58-12774) (Q) 





January 7 


Hackney, Alan Norton 
I'M ALL RIGHT JACK $3.50 


Not angry, not beat, just awfully willing is Stanley Windrush, out of Oxford 
and with a father entrenched in a nature camp (nudist), whose future is totally vague. 
The Foreign Office makes short shrift of him; his London aunts, immured against actual 
happenings for many years, give him board and room; his eventual immersion into industry “ 
provokes a surge of union, communist, personal troubles. For Stanley's bastard uncle is 
a Power and Stanley is a Pawn, and between the top - and the bottom - of Missiles, Ltd., 
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Stanley finds out about doing versus being associated with, how to be supine rather 
than rejected, and how he became a clown on whom all sides’ misdeeds are pinned, 
including some rather fancy foreign deals connected with his company. Even the 
girl is not for him....The all-thumbs, ready to please and learn hero at his most 

- peculiarly British - bumbling. May amuse - may confuse. (LC: 59-5685) 


January 7 


Becker, Stephen Simon & Schuster 
JUICE $3.75 


Report repeated from P. 571, August 1, 1958 bulletin when scheduled for 
earlier publication as follows: "A demonstration of the actualities of individual 
responsibility and justice which assumes more significance than is its due. Joseph 
Harrison, fortyish, the very successful managing director of Pacific American Networks, 
whose wife is beautiful and whose children are intelligent, strikes down a pedestrian 
on his way home from work, after his third martini, and he is arraigned on a charge 
of manslaughter. Because Joe is "important", the Chairman of the PAV Board immedi- 
ately initiates the "fix", stimulates the "juice" - the power generated by wealth 
and influence. As Harrison's lawyer Chairman Rhein hires John James Davis, canny, 
slick, a disavowed idealist, whose fame has heretofore been due mainly to his 
spectacular handling of California paternity suits. Through Rhein's engineering, 
witnesses are persuaded to change their testimony, and the judge is pressured into 
some unjudicial behavior, but Harrison, after an appropriate struggle with his con- 
science, decides to plead guilty. In a climate in which morality is esteemed but 
seldom tested, Harrison's decision inspires the witnesses, revitalizes cynic Davis 
and impresses his wife and children. Ina slice of life Harrison's belief in him- 
self has been affirmed; he has behaved according to his principles; he has passed 
his own test. But the test is dubious; Harrison gains too much by doing the "right” 
thing - a mild punishment, a clear conscience and all the glory. Some pretentious 
philosophizing about the modern condition handled with a technical deftness. 

(LC: 58-11809)" 


January 8 


Brooke-Rose, Christine Norton 
THE SYCAMORE TREE . $3.75 


What at first seems to be a sharply light view of London's Chelsea and its 
gayer, brighter beings, turns into an unsolved psychological portrait, not too con- 
vincingly or thoroughly researched. Gael Jackson, teaching in Oxford, is sued by 
critic Howard Cutting for libel and Jackson's new book is withdrawn. Through the 
trial Howard has been drawn to Gael's wife, Nina, a hummingbird of a wife and mother, 
whose own writings for magazines keep her in the metropolitan swing - while Gael is 
off at his classes. The affair of the flesh that enmeshes Howard and Nina affects 
Gael, Howard's wife, Elizabeth, and the man she loves, the Hungarian patriot-poet 
Szendrey, who is hiding out as the student Zoltan Torday. Through Zoltan's lost 
manuscript, through adultery and its disintegrating effect, Nina is among the lost 
and is removed by Zoltan's bullet. While this womanizes it is not necessarily 


womanly. (IC: 59-5753). (Q) 
January 19 


English, Isobel Crowell 
EVERY EYE $3.00 


Something more than a short story, considerably less than a novel, this 
fills in incompletely, to an extent inconclusively, the past, as now Hatty, in her 
mid thirties, takes a trip with her relatively new and younger husband to the Balearic 
island of Ibiza. A rather unattractive girl, of nondescript circumstances, Hatty had 
been further handicapped by the squint in one eye which her mother could not afford 
to have corrected, and her own hopes of becoming a concert pianist faded into the 
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reality of teaching piano to children. It is in her aunt Cynthia that Hatty confides, 

even though she brings on her inquisitive disapproval when she engages in an affair with 

@ man old enough to be her father- Jasper. It is Jasper, during this period, who ac- 
complishes the external improvement of her vision (the disability- the distortion which e& 
is inward remains). And now, as with Stephen, she begins to see more clearly- there is 
another revelation- when she discovers the relationship which had existed between Cynthia 

and Jasper..... If the author's intentions are also a little blurred, her eye for detail 

is not- it runs to marabou and tamarisk and almond blossoms. 


January 26 


Jennison, Peter S. Crovell - 
THE MIMOSA SMOKERS $3.50 


\ 


The collective lives of Turi and Rosamund Cave, brother and sister- early 
orphaned, of Carol with whom Turi falls in love, and of Hugh Seton, an artist and a satyr, 
are recorded by Turi- from their chance encounter as children to their damaging associa- 
tion in later years. Not only the circumstances of a will, but a stronger emotional mono- 
poly, leave Turi under the control of Roz and they share an "Ibsenish" life together in 
the old family house at Rhinebeck (New York). Roz is disagreeable and disapproving of 
Carol whom Turi has always loved- and who abandons him for the very wealthy Webb Breed. 
Turi meets up with Hugh Seton in Paris, then again back at Rhinebeck where Hugh's wicked 
charm has its corrupt effects on both Roz and Carol. Roz, now unstable, sets fire to their 
home, then dies; Carol, assuming her guilt in Roz' death, runs away; and only when Turi 
recognizes his share as well is he free to go and search for Carol.... Sybaritic and so- 
phisticated touches dress up (and gloss over) a drama of psychosexual torment to provide 
what is at best an emancipated form of entertainment. (LC:59-5249) (Q) 


January 27 £ 


Rand, Ayn | Random House ie 
WE THE LIVING $4.95 


This was Ayn Rand's first novel - and in a sense it is being republished in a 
better climate of opinion than when it first appeared in 1936, when people were curious- 
and ignorant- and, in possibly a majority of literate readers, optimistic about the 
Russian experiment. The intervening years have destroyed much of that optimism, and the 
fact that in 1936 we said it was "a novel of Soviet Russia that those who generally dis- 
like novels of Soviet Russia will like" is possibly more valid today than it was then. 
Ayn Rand, Russian born, was quite evidently writing out of personal experience and dis- 
illusion. The day by day round of life under the Soviet regime is simply handled as ob- 
jective fact - there to be met- or rejected- as the case might be. At the close, when 
one is stifled by the sense of repression and the necessity of secrecy to be free in 
thought and speech, one feels a keener appreciation and understanding than a dozen pam- 
phleteers waving the red flag, or trampling it in the dust,could convey. The people- as 
was doubtless the case- seem real people; the issues and the endless conversations, real 
conversations. Today we are accustomed to the fact that Ayn Rand, a Russian, handles a 
second language adroitly, writing in limpid and vital English. At the moment, with the 
Pasternak case to the fore, this seems a well-timed defense of the rights of the individual 
to “* out his own pattern....The original edition was published by Macmillan. (LC:59- 
9735 


February 4 


Hilliard, Jan Abelard -Schuman 
DOVE COTTAGE $3.50 


With the death of his aunt Harriet, and a most unexpected legacy of a quarter a 
of a million, mild, middle-aged, and put-upon Homer Flynn is able to buy Dove Cottage, 
an old house in the country, and many events attend his retirement there. Supporting his 
wife and his mother-in-law, Mrs. Bigelow- he must also take in his wife's sister Grace and 
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her worthless husband, but his new life is at first secure and serene as he plans to 
write (a mystery novel- The Body in the Well). They are however all disrupted by the 

& arrival of a permanent visitor, Claude, the blackguard son of Aunt Harriet- believed 
long dead, who does not make a claim against the inheritance- but makes other ex- 

pensive demands, while seducing Grace and setting up a counterfeiting machine in 

the cellar. And when Claude becomes the body in the well, fulfilling Homer's threats, 

it leaves some less predictable conclusions- to the reader.... A caper cut - with 

some ingenuity and humor- for light entertainment, at the rental level. (1C:59-5267). 


February 16 


Hartley, L. P. British Book Centre qs 
MY FELLOW DEVILS $3.50 3 ~ | 


The first American publication of an earlier (1951) story is a curious, 
and curiously intriguing novel which examines and pursues, at an unhurried pace, 
the contamination of corruption. If not as fine a novel as The Go-Between, it is 
still a highly interesting one and to Mr. Hartley's particular precinct, the inter- 
play of personal emotions, he again brings his analytical attitudes and aware sen- 
sibilities. Margaret Pennefather, who lives an orderly, contained life with an 

| invalid father, dedicating herself to public works and many committees, must make 
no real departure from it when she agrees to marry Nick Burden, a barrister, also 

| steady and serious. Her attraction, however, to a film star, Colum McInnes, who 

| is just as much of an illusionist off the screen, leads to an unfortunate incident 
which ends her engagement to Burden. Her previously "unexercised" emotions now 
make her all the more vulnerable to Colum, and she marries him in spite of her 
father's opposition and her own misgivings. Once married, there are many more sus- 
picions to come; the disappearance of her diamond bracelet; the thefts of certain 

| ee objets d'art which turn up- for sale; and finally his involvement in a raid which 

le causes the death of his wealthy patroness. Margaret turns back to Burden for help, 

| and she is also ready to leave Colum for him. Burden does his job well, clears 
Colum, but he is also the victim of Colum's charm and Margaret finds the two in 
collusion- against her. Now searching for an absolute which cannot fail her but 
which may help to exorcise him, she turns to Catholicism for a refuge only to find, 
ironically, that it cannot countenance her escape..... Hartley's audience, a special 
one, is now more secure than it was some thirty years ago- and the drama here which 
is engaged on two levels has its sustained intrigue as well as more thoughtful 
interest. 


Goytisolo, Juan Knopf 
THE YOUNG ASSASSINS $3.95 


A novel about some rebels-without-a-cause in Madrid, most of whom are uni- 
versity students from well-off middle-class families protesting against the old order. 
They call themselves revolutionaries, but they have no positive program although 
there are a lot of things they oppose. Filled as they are with hatred, they choose 
an old-time politician as the victim of a symbolic assassination, which would sup- 
posedly release them forever from their bondage to the past and its values. One 
of their number, the least likely to be able to carry it off, is chosen by lot to 
be the actual killer and when his nerve fails him, the leader of the gang- his best 
friend- kills him. The gang finds that this act, in which they are all involved, 
brings not freedom but spiritual death..... The translation from the Spanish seems 
good and the plot is tidy, but the characters are so described that it is difficult 
ed to understand why any of them are the way they are and they command little sympathy. 
The book is completely foreign, not because it is Spanish, but because it makes no 
reference to ordinary humanity. 
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‘Kawabata, Yasunari Knopf 
THE THOUSAND CRANES $3.00 & 


Kikuji, a wealthy, modern young business man, is supremely eligible. And it is 
of utmost concern to his late father's rejected mistress, Chikako, that he find a proper 
wife. As mistress of the tea ceremony she is in contact with the most accomplished ladies 
of Tokyo. Momentarily, Kikuji responds to the proposed bride, but cannot commit himself 
to her in the face of his attraction to Mrs. Otta, the woman whom his father loved for 
the greater part of his life. A web of association and desire ensnares the young man who 
becomes Mrs. Otta's lover, and on her death the lover of her daughter, Fumiko. The two 
young people, filled with shame, try futilely to expiate the sins of their parents, and 
just when the potency of their love seems to conquer shame--a shame, totally foreign to 
their parent's traditional attitudes --Fumiko withdraws from Kikuji's life. Underlying 
this poetic, introspective novel is a sense of that limbo to which a young Japanese, bred 
in a traditional manner, yet partially Westernized, is forced to reside. The tea ceremony, 
with its profound implication of Buddhist detachment and purity is a powerful element in 
his life, but because of his equivocal position, it brings him bewilderment rather than 
calm. On the surface, a romantic episode, The Thousand Cranes is a metaphor of that dis- 
solution which besets those who, in abandoning tradition, must still walk in the shadowy 
footsteps of their more secure progenitors. (LC:59-6432) 


Lin Tai-yi World 
THE EAVESDROPPER $3.75 


* In this formidably honest and disturbing novel by the author of Our Family, Lin 
Tai-yi draws richly on her experiences as an informed participant in the Chinese community, 
here and abroad. Deeply sensitive to the values of Old China, keenly responsive to the 
upheaval that country has endured in the last years, she expounds her insight through this s 
story of Shutung, a brilliant and idealistic author-statesman, who is twice pulled from 
the fabric of his tradition,- once when he comes to the United States to study, and then, 
after many heartbreaking years in the service of the Chinese government, when he returns 
to America as a displaced person. The ordeals of China, torn by factions, threatened on 
one hand by avaricious despots, on the other by the great leveling hand of Marxism, become 
the personal agony of the hero. Married to a prosaic woman, Shutung only once finds true 
communion--with the dying wife of his brother. Theirs is a vivid meeting, and her death, 
simultaneous with the death of China, catapults him into the limbo of hopeless compromise. 
His final victory, essentially Buddhist in nature, occurs when he passes over from the 
dying world of particulars. Entering his sordid office in Chinatown, detachment is his, 
and all that is real in him watches as Shutung, the husband, the provider, the dying 
human being, pursues his futile task, and, “like a curl of blue smoke, meanders its way up 
into the white summer sky." (LC:59-5922) 


February 17 241 


Smith, Franc Houghton, Mifflin 
HARRY VERNON AT PREP $3.00 


This comes under the heading of a pretty funny gimmick - if you want to see how 
the "mumo jumo" wipes off the bearded face of intellectual poseurs - for Harry Vernon, who 
has had a novel published, pinch hits for a teacher who wants out of the "frigging field", 
and, joining the "world's oldest professionals", becomes an instructor at Grey Hall, a New 
England prep school. With a beady eye and a free wheeling tongue he spots the phony 
balonuses on the faculty, recognizes the old snow when applied by the boys who, to a teen 
ager, are “onerous delinquents", and has his "ass gravelled" between the academic poison 
ivy, kids and families, and a couple of real characters who help to ruin his pitch. In an 
institution where "tradition is as thick...as flies on cowflap" and "you could pee...." on 
"people like this..teaching your kids tothinkwith their feet...", it proves that Harry 
cannot keep up the masquarade and, very much out of step even with the good friends he has 
made, is down for the count. A loud mouthpiece is brashly irreverent and often shockingly 
funny about this beat generation, angry young men, Zen Buddhists, educational serfdom - 
and people. For the tough-minded, and special at that. (LC:59-5527) 
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February 18 


Niland, D'Arcy Morrow-Sloane 
WOMAN FROM THE COUNTRY $3.50 


The second of this author's novels of the land down under- and again tough, 
rough, energetic- and somewhat burdened for the American reader with the lingo and 
the rugged bleakness of the scene. Daughter of an itinerant miner, Barbie Cazabon 
grew up in a man's world, the pre-World War II Australian bush country, and could 
face any hardship, physical or emotional.. When her father fell down a mine shaft 
and was killed, she found she had suitors aplenty, but only Fascinatin' Killipaw met 
her requirements. But a chippie showed up with claims on Fascinatin', so Barbie 
went back to her hometown, married a good man and had a baby daughter. Both died 
tragically, but back came Fascinatin' with the truth about his past- and they were 
married. Some might term it a simple elemental story of simple folk in a harsh 
frontier world. There's an occasional quality of elemental poetry in the telling, 
and in a brutal way it is effective. Limited appeal. (LC: 59-5347). 


February 19 


Bosse, M. J. Doubleday 
THE JOURNEY OF TAO KIM NAM $3.95 


On the advice of his older brother, a Catholic priest bitterly opposed to 
the Communist regime in Vietnam, Tao Kim Nam, a small landowner, heads for Saigon 
in the south. His experiences as a refugee--hunger, disease, disillusionment--are 
intensified by the refinements the Communists have added to the already miserable 
plight of the refugee.. Nam loses much on his journey by land and sea--money, his 
few possessions, a girl he loves, a valued friend, his health--but gains the means 
to survive in a world where the past has been destroyed, the present is chaos and 
the future an enigma. Aiming at a universality which it does not quite attain, 
this realistic and understanding novel is an effective, dramatic picture of the 
Vietnam people and their culture and by implication of the whole chaotic Far East 
and its attitude towards its own politics and those of the West. (LC: 59-6351). 


Savage, Les, Jr. Doubleday 
DONIPHAN'S RIDE | $3.75 


With a thousand mile march from Missouri to New Mexico, an enemy superior 
in numbers and a command made up of ill-equipped, wild and woolly volunteers, Colonel 
Alexander Doniphan had troubles enough without worrying about young Nate Hacher and 
his rogue of an uncle Kirby. But Kirby was to provide almost as much trouble as 4 
brigade of Mexicans when he eloped with Inez Torreon whose father held the balance 
of power between the U.S. forces and the Mexicans. It was also a blow to Nate since 
he loved Inez and trusted his young uncle, though he had proof enough of the latter's 
fickleness. Although Kirby married Inez to use her as a pawn in a crooked deal, he 
came to love her and realize what a poor specimen of a man he really was. Kirby 
dies saving Nate's life at the battle of Chihuahua City; Doniphan's volunteers are 
the heroes of the day; and Inez gives Nate cause to hope that his love may not be 
in vain. Interesting as a broad and yet detailed picture of a period hitherto 
neglected by writers of historical fiction, this colorful, carefully researched 
ae of the Mexican War of 1846 is better in its parts than as a whole. (IC: 59- 

370). 
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Nemerov, Howard Simon & Schuster a 
; A COMMODITY OF DREAMS $3.75 


* This is a collection of short stories by the author of The Homecoming Game, 
Federigo, Or The Power of Love, The Salt Garden and other volumes of verse. Nemerov's 
style has been wry, finely edged and intellectualized to the point of bloodlessness, and 
he maintains that stance in this exploration of the macabre, the grotesque and the ludi- 
crous. The title story concerns a birdwatcher who comes across, in the woods, a museum 
in which the proprietor records and preserves the objects of his dreams because in saving 
his dreams he can double his life. The Web of Life presents the spectacle of a corpse 
frozen within his study encased in glass, surrounded by his possessions, leaning on a 
golf putter; The Ocean to Cynthia involves a young girl who tries to talk her lover into 
@ suicide pact, is dissuaded, only to be carried off with him when he changes his mind; 
in The Amateurs @ character permits a nail to be driven through his hand, in a room with 
a crucifix, to demonstrate his willingness to suffer; The Twitch belongs to a leading man 
in an anti-anti-Semitic movie whose face unaccountably contorts whenever he mentions Jew. 
Fourteen stories in all. All invested with a heightening of perceptions, the increased 
awareness of new reality within the dream. In general, an experience in grotesquerie. 
Its appeal is thereby limited. (LC:59-6015) 


February 24 


Hepburn, Andrew . Little Brown 
LETTER OF MARQUE | $3-95 


In 1812, first mate Ned Stockton was confident of a bright future as a captain 
of one of his uncle's ships--but his life takes a very different course when along with eight 
of the crew he is pressed into service with the Royal Navy. Landing in France after a 
dering escape from England, Ned learns that America and England are at war, and with the 
help of another American, Captain Lovatt, he gets a commission as a privateer captain. His 
financial backer is a French nobleman with a beautiful daughter with whom Ned falls in love. 
He is a most successful privateer and the only stormcloud is the presence of Truslow, an 
enemy from Boston, and a suitor for the daughter's hand. When Lovatt is captured, Ned in- 
vades England with fifty men and rescues his friend, barely escaping with his own life 
when Truslow tries to blackmail him into joining his treasonous enterprises. Ned, rich 
from his career, gets his revenge back in America in a hand-to-hand fight to the finish 
and presumably wins the French girl. A bluff, hearty period novel that seems like a 
natural for those who like their adventures nautical. (LC:59-5053) 


February 25 


Smith, Dorothy Evelyn | Dutton 
MISS PLUM AND MISS PENNY $3.50 


This is less a novel of atmosphere and more a novel of personalities than most 
of its predecessors, where the mood of midland villages or the Yorkshire moors has domi- 
nated the characters and the story. Here, though again it is an English village setting- 
its whereabouts plays little part in the conflict of character. Alison Penny- forty, and 
living a patterned life with its little round - encounters an hysterical incompetent on 
the verge of suicide, and takes her over. And here we have Miss Plum, mystery woman, 
who dominates by her very inadequacies, but who eventually brings her benefactor to the 
point of rebellion. Against this main plot is the counterpoint of Alison's chance to re- 
capture a lost romance- and of the part the omnipresent Miss Plum plays in its development. 
There's @ wry kind of humor in the outcome, which leaves Miss Penny content within the 
cocoon of her elected way of life. (LC:59-5811) 
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7 
February 25 ai 
Bawden, Nina Lippincott 
DEVIL BY THE SEA $3.80 $2 


To ten-year-old Hilary, a hopelessly plain but intelligent child, it seems 
perfectly natural that the Devil should attend the children's Fun Fair at the English 
sea-side resort where she lives. And it is equally expected that this dog-faced, 
club-footed man should be the perpetrator of a lurid crime involving a sexually pre- 
cocious classmate. Drawn to the Devil by pity, a reflection of her own feelings 
about herself, Hilary runs a closer and closer circle about the man until it is al- 
most inevitable that she be his next victim. Told from an omniscient point of view, 
Nina Bawden, nevertheless, permeates her scene with the peculiar light of a child's 
vision. There are adults, ineffectual, afraid, and there is the angelic Peregrine, 
Hilary's brother, whom, unlike his sister, everyone loves, and who, coldly, passively, 
accepts love without understanding it. Through this twilit scene of September at an 
English beach resort runs the thread of suspense, a plot reminiscent of ”. but this 
is merely the frame, giving coherence to the author's chilling personal insights, 
giving body to her really noteworthy facility with English prose. Not quite as 
vital as Hughes' The Innocent Voyage, but of the same genre. (IC: 59-6432). 


Cotterell, Geoffrey Lippincott 
ERRAND AT SHADOW CREEK $3.95 


A new setting for Cotterell - and one of which he makes the most:- Australia, 
as experienced by Charlie, a youth who sets out from Ingland, with a vague idea of 
making his fortune. To date he had been a floater- from girl to girl, from job to 
job. But there had been one major romance- which fizzled out- and he was ripe for 
another, and lost his rather callow heart to a flibberty jibbet on shipboard, Eileen. 
His desire to build himself up made him pose as an investor- with sorry results. He 
invested his dwindling capital in a phoney goldmine; he missed out on contacts that 
might have meant jobs; his "girl" and her parents disembarked earlier than scheduled- 
and he never saw her again. The reader who enjoys the routine of a long voyage may 
relish the éndless pages devoted to it; for my part I was profoundly bored. Various 
and sundry adventures and misadventures rang true- and our Charlie almost gets in- 
volved in being committed when he tries to make life more savory for a forlorn damsel 
aboard... In Australia he eventually lands a job as traveller for men's underwear, 
and through his eyes, the reader sees the travelling salesman's Australia, the 
grubby towns, the cities- and the great open spaces in between. On the travelogue, 
Cotterell is at his best- if you like that kind of travel. But his characters- and 
his story, while they have the ring of truth- have little else to recommend them. 
(LC: 59-6436). 


Quigley, Martin Lippincott 
THE SECRET PROJECT OF SIGURD O'LEARY $3.50 


Mr. Quigley previously wrote A Tent in Corsica. This second novel is a 
modest, simple book written with warmth. On the first day of every new year Sigurd 
O'Leary begins a new project. Once he built a rowboat; that took two years and sank 
in ten minutes. Other years he decided to read all the plays of Shakespeare and 
Aeschylus; and to build gasoline powered roller skates. This year he decided to 
write a book which he would show to his family at the end of the year. The book be- 
gins as a memoir, recalls his boyhood in north western Minnesota, his parents' death 
while he and his older brother Mickey were still very young, their brief stay with 
@ severely pious uncle and their decision to run away together on the fourth of 
July. Mickey was a born wanderer. Some years older than Sigurd he insisted that 
his younger brother attend school in the various places they stayed while he earned 
their living playing baseball, pool and cards. During the Depression the brothers 
parted: Sigurd went to the university and Mickey began a lifetime of fast travelling 
and money making schemes. He describes his university friends, his later life mar- 
ried to a girl he met there, their children, their home, his job, the occasion when 
his brother Mickey brought his baby son to live with them and Mickey's rare and 





















-928- Fiction December 15, 1958 


welcome visits. His memoir becomes a diary as the year ends and he concludes his special 
project because he feels he has nothing more of interest to say. Homespun philosophy 
indulged in unpretentiously adds to this altogether pleasant experience. (LC:59-5401) 


February 25 


Pattinson, James McDowell Obolensky 
THE SILENT VOYAGE $3.75 


A newcomer is James Pattinson, closest parallel might be said to be Alistair 
MacLean, with his increasingly fervid melodrama. Pattinson- after an initial somewhat 
slow start, gets into his pace, in a fast-moving adventure tale- far-fetched to the point 
of almost seeming to be science-fiction- of a quiet Scot caught up in a sea disaster, 
held virtual prisoner by his reluctant rescuers, the officers of a Soviet mystery ship, 
and daring to help engineer a miraculous, hair-raising escape. In the process of the 
voyage, from the wreck en route to Archangel, through the realization of the goal of 
Krinkov's Tomb, secret rendezvous and hideout of the Russian submarine fleet, to the 
violent sinking of the Soviet supply-cum-prison ship off the Brazilian coast, the story 
gathers momentum. The atmosphere of terror is well sustained. Less successful is the 
creation of any conviction on the part of the reader that the escape could have been 
achieved. Straight adventure market. (LC:59-7115) 


February 27 a/b 
, | 


Garth, David Putnam 
THE WATCH ON THE BRIDGE $3.95 


A novel is based on an actual incident, the crossing of the bridge at Remagen 
on the Rhine, Germany's legendary defense and the turning point of the war in Europe if 
this breakthrough could be accomplished. A number of people, both German and American, 
identify their past- and their future- with the bridge as orders for the all-out attack 
on one side, no retreat on the other, are given; a correspondent, Berkham; an adamantine 
German Field Marshall; the carpenter who built the bridge in World War I and knows that it 
is doomed; but particularly Doke Stanton, a "casual" returned to action which he is now 
anxious to avoid- there is "no war left in him, no war and no luck"; and Ilse Margraven, a 
governess left in an abandoned castle near the bridge. Doke, taken prisoner, escapes to 
take refuge in the castle. In the days that follow, Ilse restores some meaning to Doke's 
perspective and he understands her attachment to the bridge which symbolizes for her a 
link with the outside world beyond the barbarism of Hitler's Germany. To protect her, and 
himself, he attacks and kills an SS officer, and when the Americans advance he realizes 
he now has something to fight for- and to die for- as he gets into the action and is 


grenaded on the bridge.... If the scaffolding here is a device, the intent is sincere, and 


the message- while not subtle- implements a professionally competent account of a battle 
incident with implications for all concerned. (LC:59-5681) 


Pendergast, Constance McDowell, Obolensky 
SUMMER'S LEASE $4.50 


--+--0n love belongs to young Drusilla Pelletier, orphaned and living with her 
aunt Violet and cousin Ellie, when Peter Robartes returns from Paris and unsuccessful 
painting. .It is Ellie who wins him, leaving a depressed Dru when they are off for Peter's 
museum work which eventually takes them to Rome. But Dru, on a stay in France, is able to 
learn the true tyranny of love when Peter and she meet again in an affair that takes them 
over the Alps to Venice. There her guilt towards Ellie, the transient agonies that over- 
come her when she analyzes the situation and the final leave taking, send Dru home with 
Peter's death the finish to her heart's mutilation. There's no temperate zone in this 
womanly world and the emotional interplay between the characters is opulently matched to 
the changing physical backgrounds so that the whole achieves a sensitive, often penetra- 
ting feeling. (LC:59-7116) 
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February 27 


Tranter, Nigel Putnam 
THE STONE $3.50 


Prove the Stone of Destiny (prankishly stolen in recent years) is a fake: 
put Sir Patrick Kincaid on the trail of the true Scottish Coronation Stone: make 
him determined to keep English hands off - and you have a hop, skip and a jump story. 
For the Kincaid enlists not only an able lassie but also mountainous MacGregor and 
his Gregorach band, and with them is able to outwit, outdig, and outmanoeuver an 
equally determined Oxford research group. This perhaps does not challenge Buchan 
but it does provide a tight handful of history, an active hunt, find and hide plot, 
and some very good fellowship. Accomplished adventuring. (IC: 59-5675). 


Wylie, I.A.R. Putnam 
CLAIRE SERRAT $3.50 


This has somewhat a fey quality that one doesn't quite expect from the 
author of The Undefeated, to which there are certain tenuous links. Not in mood 
nor tempo, but in the Provencal setting, in the post-war confusions of motive and 
so on. But it lacks the impact of that story; the issues are not so sharply drawn; 
the characters are not so credible. Claire Serrat never really came to life for me. 
I believed in her more as the spoiled, cushioned child of an English couple whose 
life was rooted in the old English tradition and who couldn't face its destruction. 
But I couldn't credit her complete inability to face up to necessity herself; the 
naivete of her relations with the lightweight Robert; her supine acceptance of the 
worthlessness of continued life. The fairytale element entered with her return to 
life, rescued by the half-mad youth to whom a dead mother was the crutch of his own 
survival. Here was the aftermath of underground warfare; here were two people, 
violently brought into juxtaposition and mutual dependence in unreal circumstances 
of virtually complete isolation. The story has its measure of fascination, but 
contrived. This does not measure up to I. A. R. Wylie's best work, though the 
mi as assured and graceful as ever. (Note shift of publisher from Random 
House. 


February ?? (}21 


Gwaltney, Francis Irby Random House 
THE NUMBER OF OUR DAYS $8 -95 


1945 to 1954 in Gray's Landing, Arkansas, takes Tom Williams from the 
wrong side of the tracks to a position of wealth and power in which he maintains 
his integrity, principles and self-respect. Marrying into the Gray family, Tom is 
never disappointed in Suzie, is never stopped in his rise to the head of the Gray 
cotton kingdom, and refuses to submit to any kind of pressure or threat when it 
involves his feelings on racial justice, labor relations and health programs. 
Allied to and accepted by the old families, he is often in conflict with his con- 
temporaries and the community, and crisis comes with the Supreme Court's decision 
that segregation is unlawful. Tom's position on the Board of Education leads to 
the opening of the school to the colored children. Reporters and trouble makers 
from the outside call for a change of tactics and when the rabble rousing looks 
most successful Tom's leadership proves outstanding. This is a strict accounting 
of a "man of courage" in the South and its reflection of the possibilities of 
action is sharp and clear, while its whole background of business, marriage, 
Negro-white relationships and daily living are honestly reported. A solidly con- 
ceived piece of work. (Note change from Rinehart) (IC: 59-5730). 
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January 13 


Barrett, Michael Norton a 
STRANGER IN GALAH $3.75 


Alone and on the run- nowhere, anywhere, is John Deane, and he arrives in Galah- 
a deadspot in a remote district in Australia- with the body of an aborigine he has found- 
hanging from a mulga tree. Learning that it is Malone, the biggest cattle man in the 
territory, who is responsible for the abo's death, learning too that no one will oppose 
Malone- not even the law, Deane stays on there, finds courage in a cause, and stakes out 
his own future in so doing The desolate country lends its accent to a severe narrative, 
and it has its bull-brute forcefulness. It is for those who liked the earlier, sanguine 
The Reward. (LC:59-5754) 


February 4 


Lanham, Edwin Harcourt, Brace 
DOUBLE JEOPARDY $3.50 


Mike Stewart breaks out of his homogenous social group when he marries Stella, 
who had been known as The Orchid Lady in the killing of her first husband, and neither gos- 
sip nor insinuations about her past quiet down. There are further troubles unleashed on 
a sailing cruise, suggestions of murder attempts, and, when Stella's "sister" Mousie 
harries Mike with her romantic interest, there is another death - Mousie's. Mike, holding 
oe > amas innocence, is instrumental in unearthing the true criminal. Holding. (LC:59- 

21 


February 17 


Wadham, Ruth Macmillan 
| WEEK-END IN BAGHDAD $3.25 s 


Rather a long slog through the killing of Harry Blount, whose body is found in 
an Arab funeral procession, involves the bumblings of Peter Shaw, a teacher, in the Eng- 
lish colony of Baghdad. Peter is determined that Mahmud al Wakil, his Iraqui friend, 
will not be framed; he is just as firm that he will not get tied up politically or social- 
ly with Blount's English dealings; it is through Arabic linguistic clues, and a tie-in 
with personal and national effects that Shaw comes through. Serious. . (LC:59-5642) 


February 18 


Nielsen, Helen Morrow 
THE FIFTH CALLER $2.95 


Dr. Lillian Whitehall's murder is linked to her nurse, D. P. Hungarian Anna 
Bardossy, who is hounded and hammered by Marshall of the Santa Monica D.A.'s office. 
Anna, hospitalized and mentally blacked out after a suicide attempt, is faced with her 
antagonism to the doctor's practices, the reports of those who crossed her path during the 
day of the crime and, pieces falling into place, is cleared. Patient. (LC:59-5529) 


February 19 


Asimov, Isaac Doubleday 
NINE TOMORROWS $3.50 


-eare revealed in 9 long-short stories in which the cultures and the customs 
of the future background the people involved. The rebellion against the anonymity imposed, 
the interest in individual thinking in contrast to living by computers, the two tragedies 
faced by Multivac - these are the themes stressed: there are two stories involving a 
mystery, one about a little Neanderthal boy transported to the present, another about a 
es by @ numerologist. A collection from 1956 to 1958, this has a spark. 

229-0347 
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February 19 


Nisot, E. H. | Doubleday 
THE SLEEPLESS MEN $2.95 


The unexpectedly innocent relationship between Laurel Craig, young and 
pretty, and Grant, an older married man who paid for her apartment and her studies, 
is aired with Laurel's death. But both men with whom she had been involved, Grant, 
and a young U.N. officer whom she had hoped to marry, are pursued by a blackmailer 
who is also a killer and a young English writer collaborates with Inspector Glenn 
to apprehend him. A low rate of interest in either the crime or the characters. 


(LC: 59-6369). 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
JOURNEY TO THE HANGMAN $2.95 


Napoleon Bonaparte as sharp-eyed as ever as he investigates the three mur- 
ders which are still unsolved in a prospecting town way back down yonder under the 
control of an eccentric old-timer. With a fourth killing, Bony avoids the easiest, 
likeliest suspect and spots the camouflaged strategy of a canny killer. Careful 
tracking and backtracking, all in character and in the idiom. (IC: 59-6383). 


February 23 


Christie, Agatha | Dodd, Mead 
ORDEAL BY INNOCENCE $3.00 


* Dr. Calgary's well meaning intentions to clear a dead man of the verdict 
of murder arouse a lack of interest and apprehension in the Argyle family. The 
young man's adoptive father, the other adopted children, and the household - a 
secretary and a servant-, are not helpful; the police, after two years, are apa- 
thetic; and only when Calgary rasps tight nerves is justice unveiled. Expert un- 
ravelling. (LC: 59-6200). 


February 25 


Anderson, Poul Lippincott 
THE ENEMY STARS $2.75 


An expedition of four men in search of the black planet is the means by 
which each comes to terms with himself, and the goal they seek brings unexpected 
results. The long flight and attendant emergencies turn them into silent introverts; 
two are killed before the dark star is reached; the third does not live to see the 
manifestation of an alien race; the fourth returns to comfort a widow and be given 
his answer by her father-in-law. Philosophy and specialized science for the ad- 
vanced student. (LC: 59-7103). 


February 26 


Ard, William Rinehart 
AS BAD AS I AM $2.95 


Mike Fontaine, a hard luck kid with a bad record, is paroled from prison 
to face a murder charge in the shooting of his brother-in-law, a N.Y. City cop, who 
had been permitting two prostitutes to operate from his house. While the police 
department suborns witnesses to protect themselves, Mike gets some unasked for, 
unexpected help from a pretty girl, a prestige lawyer and a highhanded, private 
detective who combine to clear him. Rough but slick stratagems. (LC: 59-5795) 
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MUST BOOK 
February] 9 = 
Churchill, Winston S. Menciks Cr Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR: 11, $4750 
Abridged edition with Epilogue: 1945-1957 ?% 





* An extraordinary achievement, this condensation into some 1200 pages of the 
six volumes of Churchill's classic history of World War II. That in itself is important, 
for the average reader who will not compass six volumes. But in the Epilogue, we hear 
once more Churchill's ringing phrases, fearless in criticism, outspoken in opinion, and 
statesman-like in vision. The Epilogue is not only an adroit survey of the years indicated; 
it is in its very selectivity, searching commentary on the relative importance of events 
and viewpoints. One questions, inevitably, some omissions. For  xample, Churchill's sum- 
ming up of the Suez crisis and its aftermath would be valuable. Actually his virtually 
by-passing the rise of Nasser, except as implicit in the surge of Arab nationalism, is a 
disappointment. Except for this, he has brought into focus both fact and opinion on an 
amazing range of events- all in brief coverage. But most interesting to his readers is 
his often controversial, always challenging recapitulation of his feelings on the develop- 
ment of a United States of Europe, his sharp criticism of American blindness, from with- 
drawal and dismantling at the wrong time and place and at too great speed, following the 
war, to the disastrous price paid for curtailment of exchange of information on technical 
details in the nuclear field, between England and America. His differences with the 
British Socialist Party are briefly but pungently etched. And in his final paragraphs he 
makes some vigorous charges against the flaws in the United nines ioule Churchill's contri- 
bution is still a vital one. 


An Illuminating Assortment of Rather Unusual Books oe 


These for your special consideration:- I AM ANASTASIA by Grand Duchess Anastasia (Harcourt, 
Brace) is still a source of speculation and curiosity; THE COMMUNIST WORLD AND OURS by 
Walter Lippmann (Little, Brown) though a small book, packs a wallop; BORSTAL BOY by 
Brendan Behan (Knopf) while it will offend some is an exciting publishing event; Curtis 
Bok makes what might have been clinical, absorbing reading in STAR WORMWOOD (Knopf). See 
following pages for these reports. 











PROBLEMATICAL- NON -FICTION 





January 9 


Rickover, H.G.-Rear Admiral Dutton 
EDUCATION AND FREEDOM $3.75 


Based on speeches given over the past four years, Admiral Rickover, an opponent 
of “barnacled tradition" also speaks as an "advocate of an educational system which can 
meet the challenge of the atomic era". While much of his concern is not necessarily 
sparked by Sputnik, certainly an awareness of Russian scientific superiority sharpens his 
criticism of American education today at a time when the Wellsian dictum "civilization is 
@ race between education and catastrophe" may come true. His most puissant and most per- 
suasive argument is that education in a democracy must not only be democratic, it must 
also be education"- that too few minds are trained to their capabilities- or achieve 
creative powers; that our intellectual values have been devaluated, along with teacher 
prestige and rewards; that our real resources are material and human and that we must raise € 
the level of our curricula- watered down by the "life adjustment" legacy from Dewey. 
Rickover makes his comparison with Russian schools, which does not altogether agree with 
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many of the criticisms leveled by Fred Hechinger in The Big Red Schoolhouse (Double- 
day- page 896), but on the whole his book is armed with the same awareness of our 
intellectual softness and demand for corrective measures. The book also addresses 

a parallel audience, educators and concerned citizens, in clear and commanding 
terms. (LC:59-5810) 


January 19 


Russell, Charles Wells & Indiana University Press 
Jones, Virgil C.- Eds. THE MEMOIRS OF COL. JOHN S. MOSBY $5.00 


First published in 1917, the year after the author's death in poverty at 
the age of 83, these personal recollections of the most famous of Confederate 
guerrillas have for years formed a backlog of information on the Civil War in 
Virginia and on guerrilla tactics as such; this new edition, carefully annotated and 
edited by Virgil C. Jones, is peculiarly timely in view of the approaching centenary 
of the War. The most brilliant of guerrilla commanders, operating at first with a 
handful of men and later with five companies, Mosby, a master of quick attack, 
striking where least expected, for years kept Washington in a state of nerves and by 
his raids changed carefully devised campaigns; his analysis of the Gettysburg cam- 
paign has long been a classic. A book for Civil War buffs and historians and for 
addicts of military memoirs but with little appeal to casual readers, this volume 
should find a place in all American historical libraries, public and private, where 
it is not already in residence. (LC:59-5903) 


January 21 


Anastasia, The Grand- 
Duchess of Russia Harcourt, Brace 
I AM ANASTASIA $4.75 


* Anastasia's own story (or is it?, is told for the first time, with consi- 
derable interconnecting notes by Roland Krug von Nidda which supplement and imple- 
ment her memories after "almost forty years in semi-darkness". And while it will 
certainly destroy the far more glamorous image left by the play and screen version 
of her life, it will substitute another- that of a sad, sick woman, living "in the 
shadows", shattered by the night of the execution at Ekaterinburg, but later and 
admittedly the victim of easily touched off suspicions and hostilities. One of five 
children, Anastasia's story opens with her childhood in what was a very devoted 
family living quietly until the flood-tide of 1917 and the exile to Siberia. The 
execution scene, in which her parents, her sisters and her brother, were all shot 
before her eyes, is remembered in some detail; less so, her escape, as she was 
smuggled out by the peasant Tchaikovskiin a farmcart, or the months which followed; 
the child she bore him, her marriage and its conclusion with his death; and her 
escape to Berlin- made possible by her husband's brother. The years which followed 
brought nothing but "humiliations, torments and disappointments"; periods in and 
out of mental institutions; the flare-up of tuberculosis, and intervals of remis- 
sion; her dislike of the emigre circle in Germany who tried to help her; the long 
fight to establish her identity and the repudiation of many she had loved as her 
relatives remained hostile and her grandmother negative; and finally her retreat 
from the world- to the small house in the Black Forest where she now lives with her 
faithful companion.... Whether it persuades or still perplexes, it is a fascinating 
story with its residuum of enigma. (LC:58-10907) 


January 28 


Lippmann, Walter Little, Brown 
THE COMMUNIST WORLD AND OURS $2.00 


* A provocative contribution to our understanding of the Soviet foreign 
policy in relation to the United States, this packs a lot of dynamite into small 
Space. In a report on an interview with Mr. Krushchev, Mr. Lippmann presents first 
his understanding of Mr. K's point of view on change of frontiers only by mtual 
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consent, on the status quo of social and economic revolution, on Soviet superiority of 
intermediate and short range missiles as a factor in their foreign policy, on America's 
estimate of military power as being obsolete, on the probability that any suggestion of ad 
free negotiations over the two Germanies will be rejected, on America's repudiation of 
the Potsdam agreement in arming West Germany, on his belief that the Western Powers will 
attack if they think they are losing the Cold War, on Communism as a danger to the West 
as an ideology not a military policy, on his conviction that the backward countries will 
turn to the Soviet, on the absurdity of international inspection, on the necessity of a 
treaty of friendship ahead of controls. He then goes on to give his own views and his 
conclusions:- the most significant of these, his emphasis on the necessity of our de- 
monstrating in a big country- India preferably- the advantages Democracy has over Com- 
munism. He is convinced that Communism is not a military threat to the West, but equally 
convinced that they will absorb Asia and Africa if we do not successfully demonstrate an 
alternative. This is a concrete statement of goals and the reasons therefore that should 
be used as a basis for group discussion in clubs, various organizations, schools, etc. 


(LC :59-7641) 
February 4 


Jones, Howard Mumford Harcourt, Brace 
ONE GREAT SOCIETY $4.50 


This thoughtful "report on the humanities" by one of America's foremost 
scholars and teachers is a plea for the wider study and use of the vast reservoir of 
human knowledge in an age when man's very survival is imperiled by irresponsible atomic 
war. Defining the humanities as that group of subjects devoted to the study of man as 
& human being rather than a biological product, the author traces the growth of human 
learning -- philosophy, languages, history, ethical beliefs, literature, the arts -- 
through the agesand shows how essential they are in ordinary life today; convinced that e 
only by a wide knowledge of the humanities may mankind save itself he deplores the fact 
that in America their study is now largely neglected and that "culture" is derided 
almost as much as it is valued. Clearly written, heavily annotated and packed with 
erudition, this scholarly but difficult book will unfortunately hold small appeal to 
those who should gain the greatest profit from it; it should, however, be valued by 
teachers, philosophers and students of the humanities. Casual readers will shun it and 
even literate laymen may find it heavy going. (LC:59-6423) 


Macnab, Angus Harcourt, Brace 
FISHTING BULLS ' $5.00 


For that specialized (growing?) audience of taurophiles, this account of the 
Spanish castes and breeds, breeders and fighters, performances and plazas, will fill in 
a tremendous amount of technical detail. The animal is always the central focus, whether 
it is in his history, his raising and selection for the ring, or his response to indi- 
vidual matadors,- for "no bull, no bullfight" since if it is not a good bull the spec- 
tacle is worthless. So along with a thorough education in "brave" bulls, there is infor- 
mation on what happens in the bullring, what is good or bad, what to look for in the 
corridas, the ritualistic pattern that leads to the kill, analyses and biographies of 
some of the great names, and individual sections on eight corridas. A dedicated treasury 
of fine points for the fanciers. Photographs. (LC:59-6422) 


February 9 


Dodds, Robert C. Crowell 
TWO TOGETHER $2.50 Pa 


The minister of the Second Congregational Church, Waterbury, Conn., from a long 
experience with prospective brides and bridegrooms, offers a book of premarital prepara- 
tion, honest in its approach and sound in its guidance, which demands that the readers 
search for their own answers. In the interests of future harmony in matrimony, he examines 
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the readiness of the engaged couple, the questions of humor and compromise, sex, child- 
ren, money, disagreements, social problems, attitudes toward changes- and religion in 
the home. Each chapter has a list of additional books (both fiction and non-fiction) 

on the subject; and the enlargement of the goals of Christian marriage has its purpose 
in reducing the element of risk for those concerned. Though there is a definite place 
for this in the religious book section, its able directives have a more general applica- 
tion. 


February 9 


Zistel, Era Crowell 
THE GOOD YEAR $3.95 


This is an account of what the author calls "an exceedingly wealthy year”, 
one in which her menagerie mounted to include twelve cats, eight chipmunks, one rat, 
five goats, two raccoons and a dog. She adds that her fortune also provided a toler- 
ant husband and a house in the woods. She accounts for her predilection for pets in 
her mother's firm stand against anything but goldfish, a position she anxiously repu- 
diated as soon as she was on her own. She and her husband Eric had a shack in the 
Catskills. At first they commuted from the city but with the increase of their charges 
she decided to spend a year there. She recalls the acquisition of each and every little 
friend, their care and feeding, her reluctant attachment to them, her growing dependence 
on them, her involvement, through them, with some recalcitrant neighbors and trades- 
people, her hopeless opposition to their common enemy, the gameswarden. Her conclu- 
sion: that these fostered relationships may be just the beginning of the good years. 
To some a mawkish bit of extended trivia, but for the addicts, a natural. (LC: 58-14263) 


February 16 


Shields, Karena Crowell 
THE CHANGING WIND $3.95 


An unusual recall of an unusual childhood, superior in its containment of 
actual and spiritual adventure and in the evocation of experience...Our small girl 
guide to a Mexican outpost in the last days of the Diaz regime was the younger daughter 
of an American who discarded conventional success and took on the task of running a 
rubber plantation in San Leandro. There Karena encountered the most evil and most 
benign of peoples -- medicine men who poisoned to prove their power among the Chamula, 
and the Karivis, wandering pilgrims who taught her the wisdom of their Mayan ancestors. 
Her closeness to nature allowed her to penetrate the stare of a house-imprisoned jaguar 
one amazing night -- unfeared and unafraid. Seeing with the eyes given by a moment in 
the jungle when she went to find God and returned with Mayan vision, she is almost a 
changeling guide. But the day comes, at seven, when a child finds herself and loses 
the universe; the wind changes...and the outcome of the revolution in which her family 
aided by sending escapees safely on their way and Karena herself slipped a message from 
Madero to her father, brought new violence which made the return to America imperative. 
The power here is more than that of poetic personal reminiscence. (LC: 58-14312) 


Eggleston, George Cary. Indiana University Press 
A REBEL'S RECOLLECTIONS $3.75 


Ably edited and with an excellent introduction by David Donald, these memoirs 
by a literate and witty Confederate soldier were first published in 1874 in The Atlantic 
Monthly, where they aroused early criticism and later acclaim, and were reprinted in 
1905, going through four editions. The brother of Edward Eggleston of Hoosier School- 
master fame, George Eggleston was born in Indiana in 1839 of Virginia stock and in 
1857 returned to the state of his forebears where he settled down to the pleasant ante- 
bellum existence of a young man of good family. Enlisting for the Confederacy when 
Virginia seceded he fought through the war to its end, knowing personally many of its 
leaders, enduring red tape and Richmond inefficiency, retaining in the worst days his 














-936- Non-fiction December 15, 1958 





sense of humor. His description of Lee on the eve of Appomattox is not borne out by 
other observers and he is probably too bitter against Davis, but these are minor faults 
and his account of the army's realization of approaching defeat long before Richmond ad- 
mitted its possibility is probably unequalled in Civil War records. Dealing with the & 
lighter side of war and ignoring the details of battles and campaigns, this book is a 
must for all Civil War enthusiasts and belongs in all American historical collections. 









February 16 






Behan, Brendan Knopf 
BORSTAL BOY $4.50 











* This is a really wonderful book. Behan tells of his own experiences after he 
is picked up by the police in Liverpool, having been sent there by the IRA during the 
last war as an agitator furthering the cause of Irish unity. He was 16. Because of his 
age, he was tried in a Children's Court, but awaiting trial he stayed in a regular prison- 
a nightmare of a place, and after sentencing he was sent to an "open camp”- Borstal Insti- 
tution, for three years. At one time he says: "From my point of view I was as comic as 

I was pathetic and as comic as I was sinister; for such is the condition of man in this 
old world”, - and this is the tone of the book. There is horror, pathos, cruelty, bru- 
tality, and shock- and at the same time there is a great deal of humor, of humanity, 
understanding and tolerance. Its center is Behan himself, a boy of natural charm and 
intelligence. The characters are wonderfully conveyed- and the writing is marvelous, 
while studded with as much foul language as any book around. In other words- for those 
who can take it- and aren't they lucky- highly recommended. (LC: 59-6223) 






































Bok, Curtis Knopf 


STAR WORMWOOD $3.95 








Judge Bok, who has spent over twenty years on the trial bench, has recorded 
here the facts of a particularly distasteful and dreadful crime through its criminal 
prosecution, but widened the inquiry from the clinical instance to the broader issues 
involved so that the book is essentially a powerful polemic against our penal system. 
Roger Haike, a boy of seventeen, fatherless and abandoned by his mother to an aunt who 
died, living- and starving- in a basement, attacked a younger girl who threatened hin, 
killed her accidentally, shoved her in a furnace, and committed cannibalism. His trial- 
the "auto-da-fe of the century" which took place in 1931 and which ended in his execution, 
in spite of a sympathetic lawyer Morris and a psychiatrist Danby, concentrated on the 
crime itself rather than the unfortunate factors which led to it. But it leads here to 
a broader discussion of law and (versus?) justice, of mental health and the obsolete 
McNaughten Rule, of criminal law which is simple, static and medieval, of the trial - 
the "weakest part of the system... no better than the men who use it", and finally of 
the basic consideration that "punishment must fit the person rather than his crime”.... 
The thoughtful reader, interested in sociological as well as judicial problems, will 
find the implications as grim and shocking as the case in point. The telling is superb. 


(LC: 59-5427) 


Freyre, Gilberto Knopf 
NEW WORLD IN THE TROPICS: Zhe Culture of Modern Brazil $5.00 


An expanded and rewritten version of his 1945 Brazil: An Interpretation, drawn 
from the Patten Foundation Lectures at the University of Indiana -- so changed as to be a 
new book, with four chapters and an encompassing introduction added. This is a lively, 
learned, and uncompromisingly high-minded study of the Brazil that exists today, and the 
elements that brought her to her rich present. Consistently attuned to the socio-cultural 
aspects of Brazilian life, Mr. Freyre probes the Portuguese society that brought so many 
diverse strains to its colonizing; surveys the divergent traditions of the colonial 
frontier and plantation; explains foreign policy in relation to the ethnic, cultural and 
geographical state of the nation and elicits from its literature the evolving self-attitudes 
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of the society. He sees in government the classical touch of constitutional monarchy 
maintained since 1889 by a responsible, stabilizing military; he seeks in culture not 
the aping of a European civilization adapted to another climate, but a creative com- 
promise or application through conscious studies of man's life in the tropics -- and, 
indeed, finds much of this already accomplished in relations between races, industrial 
and artistic output, the mergence of hard work and happy leisure. A potent patriotism 
is openly at work in this scholarly offering, shaping vigorous pronouncements that 
will speak only to the educated ear. (LC: 59-5488) 


February 16 


Hauser, Arnold Knopf 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF ART HISTORY $6.50 


A companion to Arnold Hauser's two volume The Social History of Art which 
appeared in 1951 is also governed by the theme of social determinism- that art history 
can only be written in terms of sociology. No matter how individual and unique any 
single masterwork may be, a Beethoven Sonata or a Michelangelo statue, there are still 
certain reactions to social conditions which surround and condition the artist and 
explain his work. Hauser examines the contributions of thought to his subject made 
by Marx and Engels, Freud and Jung, Weber, Berenson, Malraux, etc. His erudition is 
ponderous and not easily expressed, and while commending the earnestness and thorough- 
ness of this work, the book is not for the general reader but for more informed and 
more intellectual circles. One can best gauge its market by the earlier work. 

(LC: 58-10966) 


Mann, Thomas Knopf 
LAST ESSAYS $4.50 


* This excellent translation of Thomas Mann's last essays is a very worthwhile 
contribution to the last of his works available in English. It is Mann, the writer, 
at his most mature and philosophical, with his keenest insights and illuminations. 
The first essay is a superb one on Schiller, sparking a new interest in a somewhat 
neglected figure today, and particularly revealing in the way Schiller is related to 
Goethe. Goethe is the subject of the second essay, an old admiration of Mann's. But 
it would almost seem in this later interpretation as though he were evaluating his 
early attachment, and that while taking little away from Goethe's Olympian and uni- 
versal achievement, he sees him more realistically as a man. The last two essays are 
devoted to Nietzsche and Chekov; with Nietzsche, the confusion still remains- for 
Mann as well -- the paradoxes are too many and too viclent;to Chekov he devotes a 
beautiful appreciation of that modest genius.... A highly recommended and rewarding 
small volume of lasting interest to all those interested in classical literature, 
in critical writing at its best, and in Thomas Mann. (IC: 59-5436) 


Parkes, Henry Bamford Knopf 
GODS AND MEN $7.50 


Originally titled The Great Ideas of Western Civilization, this book covers 
the main contributions of Judaism, Hellenism and Christianity to the complex of our 
western world of thought. The book is planned as the first of a series of volumes 
dealing with the cultural history of the occidental world. Its main purpose is to 
analyze the dominant ideas and beliefs which have given the west its creativity and 
its sense of collective purpose. The emergence out of primitive superstition of the 
Jewish faith in a righteous and omnipotent God, the Hellenic concept of an order in- 
herent in nature, and the way Christianity fused and transcended these beliefs, make 
up the substance of this book. The material is not altogether unfamiliar, but it is 
reworked in an orderly and interesting way. The author takes issue with Toynbee's 
theory of the life, retreat and rebirth of all civilizations. He finds this too 
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Procrustean. While less original than Toynbee, he asserts that the “vitality of all 
society depends on the continued affirmation of mythical symbolisms created by the col- 
lective imagination for the ordering of experience, and that a pure rationalism can 4 
result only in social disintegration". He is thus anti-Marxian, anti-totalitarian and 

aligns his thinking with established western concepts... A timely renewal of the ideas 

and ideals which have shaped our patterns of thought and a balanced and informative 

evaluation for serious readers. (IC: 59-5425) 
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Crowell 


Pfeiffer, Ede 
CHILD OF COMMUNISM $3.50 






- This is a record of a youth spent under Communism. In 1944 when the Russians 
surrounded the city of Budapest, Ede and his family fled to the suburbs. With the in- 
vasion or “liberation” there was begun a reign of terror which far surpassed the German 
occupation in its ruthlessness and brutality: Ede was witness to more than one mass rape 
of young girls scarcely in their teens. He tells of the Communist indoctrination once 
the schools were taken over; the youth organizations in which promiscuity was the norm 
and was rewarded; and of the necessity of living constantly with lies in order to survive. 
He had graduated from high school, been denied admittance to the university on a techni- 
cality and was working in the post office when the revolution of 'S6 broke out. He and 
his friends joined the Freedom Fighters, were ransacking the office of Party Headquarters 
when they were detected by an informer. Ede escaped to Austria, from there to London 
where he later learned of his family's safety in Austria. Another moving addition to a 
growing record of resistance. (LC: 58-14310) 
































Schwartz, Bernard Knopf 
THE PROFESSOR AND THE COMMISSIONS $4.00 


This is the work of a practical realist- a true idealist- who advocates lawful @ 
means to attain proper ends. His book begins with a clear analysis of the purposes and 
functions of the "Big Six" Federal Commissions. The author then goes on to produce the 
evidence, backed by documentary proof, to show how corruption had undermined the just 
functioning of the Commissions. It is an exciting story of a brave, young and intelli- 
gent lawyer, an authority in his special branch of law, determined to improve the admin- 
istration, the procedure and the methods. He is confronted at the very outset of his 
investigation with the fact that at the bottom of the maladministration was vicious 
corruption, corruption that reached into high places in government. The members of the 
committee for which he was counsel and whose support he had the legal and moral right to 
expect, welched and turned on him, and at one time on each other in a secret mission, so 
fearful were they of the extent of the exposure. His work uncovered enough so that after 
his unwarranted dismissal, the investigation continued and brought about the resignation 
of the Assistant to the President, his friend and others. This is a book that lawyers 
and law students will consider required reading; that commissioners and their staffs 
should keep as a constant reminder. © 


Steiner, George Knopf 
TOLSTOY OR DOSTOEVSKY $5.75 


The raison d'etre of this massive study lies in the subtitle--"an essay in 
the old criticism". Harking back to Matthew Arnold the author cites the critic's task 
as putting the audience into a responsive relationship with a work of art. Unlike the 
prevalent new criticism, it is engendered by admiration and sees literature not in 
artificial isolation, but as central to the play of historical and political energies: 
it is predominantly philosophic. The subjects for this truly humanistic essay were a 
chosen because the author considers them the greatest of novelists, and writers who. 
in their philosophical differences represent the two paths modern literature and modern 
man can take. Combining intense scrutiny and illuminating survey, Steiner gives a 





= 
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history of the 19th century novel in presenting his thesis. Tolstoy the man of nature 
is the foremost heir to the traditions of the epic. Dostoevsky the mystic stands as 
one of the major dramatic tempers since Shakesneare. A most impressive critical study 
and a genuine contribution to its field, this is a must for the teacher, student and 
intellectually serious reader. (LC: 59-543h). 


February 16 


Woodrooffe, Thomas St. Martin's Press 
VANTAGE AT SEA $5.50 


Commander Woodrooffe assembles the years of English and Spanish rivalry and 
wars to develop the theme of “England's Emergence as an Oceanic Power" in sturdy fash- 
ion. From the days of Henry VII to the Armada he follows the growing English threat 
to the Spanish-Portuguese maritime monopoly of the navigable world, the progression 
from private venture to official expeditions, the contributions of piracy and the 
damage inflicted on Spain through striking at her sea communications. He traces the 
explorers and their discoveries - from the Arctic to the Caribbean, the Pacific and 
the Northwest Passage. He covers the war from the Caribbean to the Spanish Coast 
and the events of Spain's defeat from the organization of the Armada, to its voyage 
to the Channel and its failure to accomplish its mission. It would take a student 
or a scholar to decide on the solid worth of this, to evaluate its historical judg- 
ments and its source material: the average history reader will find it a panorama 
of scope and interest. Illustrations and maps. (LC: 58-13937). | 


Swanberg, W. A. Scribner 
JIM FISK $4.50 
The Career of an Improbable Rascal 


* In this readable and well documented book the author of Sickles the In- 
credible writes of an equally incredible man, the vulgar, engaging and corrupt James 
(Jubilee Jim) Fisk, Jr., friend of Boss Tweed, owner of judges, lover of canaries and 
women, and with Jay Gould- chief wrecker of the Erie Railroad. Fisk, a money-maker 
from childhood, was born in 1835, son of a Vermont peddler, and made his first for- 
tune from Civil War contracts with Jordan Marsh of Boston. In 1869 with Gould he 
stole the Erie almost bodily from its legitimate owners, dcdging injunctions with 
the help of bought-and-paid-for judges, flooding the market with millions in shares 
of counterfeit stock printed on his own presses, and finally moving the Erie offices 
to one of his New York theatres. At Pike's Opera House, he ran his printing presses 
in the basement, staged theatrical performances and installed his mistress, the 
notorious Josie Mansfield, almost next door. He was involved in Gould's attempt to 
corner the gold market, which ended with the "Black Friday" crash of September 2}, 
1869; he sailed magnificent yachts to New Jersey; as Colonel of the 9th Regiment 
he paraded in fancy-dress uniforms; he died on January 6, 1872, shot to death by 
@ playboy, Edward Stokes, who with Josie Mansfield was blackmailing him; and with 
his death the Tweed Ring crumbled. Not merely the biography of a corrupt and 
likable scamp but also the well-told story of an era of dishonor and the men who 
made it, the book, tailored by content for the movies, should appeal to devotees 
of biography, students of American political and financial history, and casual readers 
who enjoy true tales of past scandals. (IC: 59-5785). 
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Owen, Wilfred Viking ee 
CITIES IN THE MOTOR AGE $3.95 





Based on a symposium on city planning in which many experts participated 
(among them Lewis Mumford and Luther Gulick) this is a discussion of the way in which 
automobiles have provided a new mobility, but also changed the contours of our country 
and the communities in which we live. The falling urban standards and decline of the 
cities, the exodus to the outskirts and the vast suburban sprawl-from service station to 
shopping centers, the physical congestion and the emotional tension which has accompanied 
it, are all side-effects of this issue. The problem in planning today is to create an 
environment in which people can be urbanized without being homogenized"; highways as well 
as housing are factors in it; some areas must be revitalized- others controlled; city 
planning must extend to the state level and on to the federal so that there will be a co- 
ordination of the many aspects involved.... A parallel presentation of much the same 
issues and ideas as Fortune's The Exploring Metropolis (Doubleday- page 590), without the 
sharpness of styling, this is also for that market of city planners and concerned citizens. 
Illustrated. (LC:59-5645) 













Williams, William Appleman World 
THE TRAGEDY OF AMERICAN DIPLOMACY $4.75 


The title somehow conveyed an idea that this was to be a broad-gauged study of 
the fallacies of American diplomacy, and the cost therefrom. Actually, it seems to be a 
closeup of the imperial expansion which has characterized our development, and the various 
aspects it has taken, the sundry cloaks under which it has hidden, the alibis that have 
been used to make it seem something other than it really was. On the Monroe Doctrine alone, 
we have justified- on our diplomatic front-actions that in others we would sharply criticize. 
Big business, industry and the money boys have called the tune. With this as the major 
thesis, the author- well established as a spokesman in this area- sometimes seems to slant 
his presentation and his facts- or the selection thereof-to prove his point, and does so 
cogently, challengingly. Cooperation, liberalism, the Open Door Policy, all come in for 
revision and rethinking. In the closing pages he poses the question of how to sustain de- 
mocracy and prosperity without imperial expansion, and proposes a three faceted process. 
He feels strongly that another effort to stabilize the world as an American frontier will 
probably lead to nuclear war. One could wish he had taken more spaceon this- and less on 
his historical background. 


February 17 


Weiss, Edward, M.D. Random House 
DON'T WORRY ABOUT YOUR HEART $3.95 


A bilateral approach to heart disease stresses stress- and the various emotional 
tensions which can disable just as surely and as completely as the physical factors in 
this illness. Since the psychosomatic, or functional, disturbances are just as frequent as 
the organic, Dr. Weiss suggests a more understanding handling of the patient on the part of 
the physician- of the personality problems which so often produce the condition (while 
limiting the usefulness of psychotherapy in many cases, particularly at the age level usually 
involved). Functional heart disease, and the part played by anxiety and anger -as in all 
heart conditions; high blood pressure, here again tension is most significant,- and its 
management; coronary heart disease and the coronary type- compulsive and competitive; 
valvular heart disease and cerebral vascular disease- all are related to tensional temper- 
aments and situations..... Not a panacea for panic, Dr. Weiss' approach is intelligent, 
informing, and to that extent reassuring for the many who have been dissatisfied by the 
evasions- or the lack of evidence- the laboratory or the physician has had to offer. The 
market, however, may have been overprescribed. (LC:59-5705) 
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Dupuy, Col. R. Ernest, USA, Ret. & Harper 
Dupuy, Col. Trevor N., GSC. $5.95 
BRAVE MEN AND GREAT CAPTAINS 


The authors of this well-written and comprehensive analysis of the essentials 
of military leadership, themselves both U.S. Army officers, base their study on American 
military leaders and heroes and their achievements -- or the reverse -- in land battles 
and campaigns, from the Revolution to the present day, from Bunker Hill in Massachusetts 
to Bunker Hill in Korea. The tale is a stirring one and the brief analyses of the cam- 
paigns and strategies involved are excellent. All the great American generals from 
Washington to Eisenhower are here, and also many less great or almost forgotten, such 
as Daniel Morgan, the strategist who helped win the Revolution; here too are the bunglers 
like James Wilkinson, who was largely responsible for the debacle of the War of 1812. 

Of necessity, presumably, naval and air battles and leaders play no part in the book, 
and there are some gaps; the Hero of San Juan Hill, possibly for excellent cause, is 

not mentioned. Some readers may disagree with the authors' comments on men such as 
MacArthur and Patton; others will regret that there is little mention of non-American 
generals such as Montgomery and Rommel. Essentially a man's book with small interest 
for the average woman reader, this long, exciting and controversial volume should appeal 
to professional soldiers, students of military strategy, and to literate army veterans 
who have had their noses rubbed in war; it should find a place on the shelves of all 
military, American historical and public libraries. Illustrated. (LC: 58-6147). 


Mahoney, Tom Harper 
THE MERCHANTS OF LIFE $3.75 


The modern American pharmaceutical industry receives a Benzedrine boost in 
this bursting package of facts about the drug business. Many of the facts are fascin- 
ating: the industry has increased tenfold since 1940; three out of 2000 tested compounds 
are marketable, and of those three, ten per cent are big sellers, another ten pér cent 
make their own way; companies keep fresh supplies ever-ready of drugs used for rare 
diseases; or for example of anti-rabies serum, which pays only in human values but 
profits not the company. Mr. Mahoney makes his manners to the ancient art of the apoth- 
ecary, then passes from the preliminaries to an open courting of the industry through 
a history of some twenty firms. In an institutional frame, the facts pour out. We 
meet founders, many formidable public-minded men and doctors, like Squibb and Lederle, 
the latter at one time health commissioner of New York City. We learn of employee 
relations at Lilly; of field researchers sacrificing their lives working for Burroughs, 
Wellcome; of Abbott's soft-sell magazine going directly to doctors and telling them 
"What's New” in radioactive products; of Pfizer, with its rise to fame with anti- 
biotics and its encouragement to researchers by giving them ten to fifteen per cent 
of their paid time for their own projects. Drug discoveries, the effect of competition, 
the shift of market from druggists to doctors come into the picture. While the insti- 
tutional slant with name-listing and only sporadic development of material may cut off 
some readers, the industry will respond... and so will other readers who enjoy factual 
grab-bags. (LC: 58-8876) 


; Van Deusen, G.G. Harper 
THE JACKSONIAN ERA $5.00 


The author of this well documented addition to the New American Nation Series 
defines the "Jacksonian Era" as the 20 years from 1828, the beginning of Jackson's first 
term as president, to 1848, when Taylor succeeded Polk. The era was one of boiling 
internal politics, somewhat haphazard expansion and shouts of boastful defiance to 
foreign powers; with the exception of Jackson its presidents were fairly undistinguished 
but its brilliant and eloquent politicians, Clay, Calhoun, Benton, Webster and others, 
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helped define for good or ill policies that deeply influenced the course of United States 
history: from party brawls arose the two-party system; westward expansion led to the 

annexation of Texas and California, the Mexican War and the settlement of the Canadian a 
boundary dispute; slavery and States Rights set the background for the Civil War; Jackson's 
mistrust of banks helped form dubious financial policies. The result of years of careful 
research, the book is too lengthy and detailed to appeal to the average reader of history 

and by reason of a somewhat cumbersome style it wiil suffer beside Bowers' Party Battles 

of the Jackson Period and similar studies; it should, however, form an excellent reference 
volume and textbook. Illustrated. (LC:58-13810) 


> 
February 1% rah 2, lt 


Baus, Ruth Coward -McCann 
WHO'S RUNNING THIS EXPEDITION? $4 .00 


This is a humorous, sometimes poignant account of a four week safari across 
Nicaragua on the Coco River. Ruth Baus was 35, recently divorced, had a background of 
travel and an interest in photography when her California friends suggested that her 
joining a group on expedition in Central America would provide some ideal scenes for 
motion pictures. Only the group turned out to be non-existent. The Expedition, she 
learned after landing in Nicaragua, would consist of "a well-meaning, old fussbudget"- 
the Explorer - who insisted that he was "running the Expedition" long before it ever got 
started, and herself. They were stuck for a month in Managua trying to round up equip- 
ment and guides, discouraged by everyone at undertaking a "trip" (the Explorer banned that 
word) about which they knew so little. When they did get started their journey. became one 
mishap after another; she never had a certainty that the Explorer knew what he was doing, 
where they were going or how they would get there. But when they became inured to discom- 
fort the "trip" proved its value, mainly through the people they met. And, of course, the 
pictures. An entertaining excursion. (LC:58-13318) 4 


Hatch, Alden Coward -McCann 
THE WADSWORTHS OF THE GENESEE $5.00 


This witty, lengthy and readable book by a well known author is the history of 
a brilliant, prosperous, non-compromising American family from 1632, when the first 
American Wadsworth, William, landed in Boston, to the present day. A restless breed 
endowed with political talents and an ability to make money, the Wadsworths moved westward 
from Boston in slow stages until in 1788 Jeremiah, who had helped finance the Revolution, 
bought 2000 acres in the Genesee Valley in upstate New York and sent other Wadsworths there 
to settle it. Here the family established itself, acquiring more land, farming, raising 
fine horses and cattle, marrying beautiful women, building mansions and in the last century 
indulging in splendid balls and gymkhanas. In each generation the family produced at least 
one outstanding man, all of whom are chronicled in this book, a special biography being 
devoted to the late James W. Wadsworth (1877-1952) who served in Congress and the Senate 
for 35 years and left his mark on present-day politics. Unfortunately the author permits 
his own partisan political views to color this otherwise excellent biography, and equally 
unfortunate in the last chapters of the book indulges in sugary eulogies of a family not 
notably saccharine. Limited in subject but a well-documented and interesting addition to 
the records of American political and social life, the book is too long and specialized 
to appeal to light readers and may escape the attention it deserves from devotees of bio- 
graphy and social history; it will interest all Wadsworths and should appeal especially 
to residents of upstate New York. (LC:58-13322) 
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Announcing for aseeniat ol 


Kane, Harnett Doubleday 
THE GOLDEN COAST $5.00 


At this time only sample photographs, a pull of the jacket and lengthy 
descriptive matter is available. Finished books (by offset - outsize- 7 1/8 x 
10#) will be available in mid January, and a report will be made on the 40-50,000 
words of text. At the moment, all we can report is that it covers the area from 
the Florida Keys to Brownsville, Texas; that Kane, whose earlier regional books 
dealing with Louisian~ rank tops in his work, has done a combined travel, history, 
geography, biographical survey, in his own persuasive and contagiously enthusiastic 
style. Watch for further details, but hold place for this as a regional book with 
particular value at winter vacationing periods. (LC:59-5367) 


Kittler, Glenn D. Doubleday 
THE WOMAN GOD LOVED $3.95 


Primarily factual in tone, this biography of the Blessed Anne-Marie 
Javouney, founder of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, traces her career through 
the turbulent years of revolutionary and Bonapartist France. Dedicated to the 
caring of African children, hers was a life more closely related to that of the 
warrior than that of a nun. Alternately battling the government, the ambitious 
nuns of her order, and ultimately the church, Anne-Marie even underwent the ordeal 
of excommunication. Her rigorous devotion to her work, her ascetic way of life, 
and the courage with which she faced her adversaries was noteworthy, particularly 
since she was a woman and came of peasant stock. Nevertheless, overcoming the 
obstacles of ‘virulent prejudice, she rose to fame and lived to see the fruition of 
her goals. Her death was followed, according to the author, with a series of 
miraculous healings, closely akin in their mystical nature to the visions she her- 
self was alleged to have had. Somewhat academic in tone, there is little here of 
interest to the unaffiliated reader, As a compact history of an outstanding 
Catholic, it will be of interest primarily to parochial organizations. (LC:59-6363} 


Stravinsky, Igor and 
Craft, Robert ; ky Doub).eday 
CONVERSATIONS WITH IGOR STRAVINSKY 73/7 > $17 $4.00 


* Playing Plato to Stravinsky's Socrates, Robert Craft, protege of the 
celebrated composer, by means of a vast number of evocative and penetrating 
questions, provides his teacher with the impetus by which to promulgate his musical 
theories. Written on a highly intelligent level, which reveals Stravinsky not only 
as a musical, but an intellectual force of great magnitude, this series of discus- 
sions falls into four main categories: About Composing and Compositions, About 
Musicians and Others, About My Life and Other Arts, and About Music Today. A work 
which demands serious concentration on the part of the reader, but which does not 
restrict itself to the musical specialist. A fruitful exercise in rigorous thinking 
which will exert its influence, even on those whose musical sympathies do not lie 
with the author. A classic of its kind. Illustrated. Index. (1LC:59-6375) 


Whitehouse, Arch Doubleday 
THE YEARS OF THE SKY KINGS $4.95 


* A colorful chronicle of aerial warfare from 1914 to 1918--a period that 
saw the beginning and zenith of the fighter pilot--complete with the war biographies 
of the leading aces on both sides. This is virtually the story of the evolution of 
aerial warfare as it developed in the first World War from the early days when pilots 
flying in rickety Farmans heaved metal darts at ground troops to the final months 
when the bold zeppelin killers zoomed up in their highly maneuverable little planes 
to turn the monster gas bags into flaming debris. The discussions of the air tactics 
and experiences of the major and minor aces, the descriptions of the planes they flew 
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and the war they fought in provides a wealth of information that is further buttressed 
by lists of the aces of all participating nations, unusual photographs, a glossary and 
index. An exciting, all-inclusive history by a man who flew in World War I, this is a oS 
must for anyone interested in airplanes and aerial warfare. (LC:59-6377) 


February-19 | ‘ + Mare h 27 


Gabel, Leona - £d. Putnam 
MEMOIRS OF A RENAISSANCE POPE $6.00 










This is an abridgement of the Commentaries of Pius II (1456-1564) which first 
appeared in the late sixteenth century ir an expurgated text under disguised authorship. 
This is its first translation into English, made by Florence Gragg. The work consists 
of twelve Books covering the years 1458-1463 to which an uncompleted thirteenth Book was 
added. Written in the third person, the Commentaries which are variously autobiography, 
memoirs, diaries and history, span an era which saw mounting chaos in the Holy Roman 
Empire, increased ecclesiastical corruption, rivalries of the Italian city-states. Begin- 
ning with the origin of his family Pius reviews his ecclesiastical appointments, which 
took him as far as Scotland, his position as secretary to the emperor Frederick II of the 
Holy Roman Empire, his election to the throne of Peter, the Italian scene - a struggle 
by the Pope to recover the lands wrested from the Church, the French intervention in the 
Neapolitan wars, the disintegration of the Empire, the Turkish threat. The Commentaries 
close with the abortive preparations for a crusade against the Turks. Illustrated with 
16 pages of half-tones, line drawings and maps, this should be of value to the scholar 
and the student of the times. (LC:59-5680) 















February 23 





Woodbury, David 0. Dodd, Mead @ 
1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE NEW SCIENCE $6.00 









Another in this question and answer series, again as generous as the previous 
titles (stamps, astronomy and birds, etc.), this begins with "l)- What is space?” to 
"1142)- What is zero and what is infinity?" and in between there is tremendous coverage. 
Within sections that are concerned with atomic energy, engineering (of all kinds), phy- 
sics, electronics, chemistry (in food, drugs and medicine, paint, rubber), the secret of 
life, rocks, and mathematics. Questions interrelated are cross referenced, and the index 
makes a quick and easy means of locating information. Space includes rockets and satel- 
lites, men inorbit, space taxis and assembly procedures on stations, space navigation and 
more; bombs and solar energy have their place in the atomic division; automation and 
communications are among the engineering considerations - as an example of the extent of 
the material covered. The illustrations will be by James MacDonald. As a one-volume 
spot-check book, this should have its immediate place. (LC:59-6182) 



















Traubel, Helen Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ST. LOUIS WOMAN : $5.00 


Whether she is singing the noble Brunhild to the dazzling Met audience or 
beating out the blues on the floor of a swank Las Vegas night club, the woman from St. 
Louis, Helen Traubel, is a number one drawing card in the world of entertainment. Born 
of simple German stock, hers was a childhood filled with simple gratifications-- warm 
family parties, church singing, and enthusiastic eating. It is this simple, undisguised 
background which has permited her work as a singer, distinguished her as a worker capable 
of mammoth energy, possessed of that relentless honesty which distinguishes the artist 
from the mere performer. A good natured wholeheartedness animates Miss Traubel's evalua- & 
tion of herself, her unusually happy marriage, and her career. Her account of the trying 
experience of teaching Margaret Truman, her warnings to the potential opera student, her 
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recollections of early conflicts with the Metropolitan, who ultimately welcomed her 
on her own terms, do not detract from the generalspontaneity of the book, a book 
which indicates that without a doubt the last fifty-five years have been more than 
satisfactory ones for "the St. Louis Woman". Wholesome fare. Appendix of perform- 


ances. (LC:59-5557) 
February 23 


Noyce, Wilfrid World 
THE SPRINGS OF ADVENTURE $4.50 


* South Col, Noyce's very personal and moving account of the Everest achieve- 
ment, established him in a somewhat unique way, in the minds and hearts of the 
mountain-book-fraternity. His novel, The Gods Are Angry, was notable more for its 
mountain climbing background than for its story. And now- for most of his readers- 
he is revealed in yet another role - as scholar and philosopher. Scholar Mountain- 
eers (published here) had a highly selective and discriminating audience; Mountains 
and Men is virtually unknown to the American public, but alerts those who know it in 
its English edition, to the balance between the personal, the reflective and the 
anecdotal sides of his writing. The Springs of Adventure is a mature blending of 
his many faceted mind, interests and experience. Probably his best book to date- 
though not, for the average reader- as easy or entertaining a book as some of the 
others. Here, in inquiring mood, he has gone behind the facts of exploration - 
whether sky, sea, mountains, rivers - to seek out the motives, the myriad aspects 
of adventure, the ways of seeking wider and deeper experience, the men and the 
factors that supply "the springs of adventure”. The book is both analysis and 
synthesis; the breakdown into escape, conquest, competition, curiosity, well-doing, 
etc. may seem somewhat arbitrary and inevitably at times repetitive, but the end 
result is a rich exploration in itself, an adventure in finding out some answers to 
the Why? He has tapped an immense amount of writing- European for the most part 
(perhaps some day he will explore the American scene?)- and come up with an alluring 
amount of sampling that may well provide a further study on the part of his readers. 
This is a distinguished book which may well extend beyond the special market by the 
universal touchstone of adventure. (LC:58-9410) 


February 24 


Cunliffe, Marcus University of Chicago Press 
THE NATION TAKES SHAPE: 1789-1837 $3.50 


Both compact and comprehensive, this well-written volume, the second in 
the Chicago University History of American Civilization series edited by Daniel J. 
Boorstein, deals with the booming half-century of American development from 1789 to 
1837, years of extraordinary political and territorial expansion. This period saw 
the making and development of the Constitution, the defining of the functions of 
the Presidency, the rise of the Supreme Court, and with the Monroe Doctrine the 
formation of a foreign policy. Vast westward expansion followed the Louisiana 
Purchase and the acquisition of Florida; Texas took shape, new states were added to 
the Union, and sectionalism and nationalism both blossomed. New political parties 
were born, and already the country began to split over States Rights and slavery, 
at the same time to be bound closer together with the development of roads, canals 
and waterways and the coming of steamboats and railways, which also led to an incre- 
dible increase in commerce and manufacturing. Blessedly unencumbered with un- 
necessary detail, this straight-forward volume is less a source-book on the period 
than a well-organized textbook which should appeal both to amateurs of American 
history and to more advanced students. A book for students and teachers, it should 
find a place in school, college and public libraries. 
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February 25 


Goldbloom, Alton, M.D. Lippincott ay 
SMALL PATIENTS ; $5.00 






; A doctor grateful to the profession which afforded him a rewarding lifework 
looks back on his life and combines much of his own personal story with that of his 
career which took in pediatrics as an infant science. He was the son of a Lithuanian Jew 
who emigrated to Canada to wander, but who was always fixed in his determination that his 
boy would become a "surgent". Young Alton spent his school years both in Canada and in 

the States, was himself somewhat itinerant as the interest he shared with Sam Behrman in 
the theatre diverted him from his studies. Flunking out of high school, he went back to 
Winnipeg at 19 to work more zealously, enter McGill, and study medicine. In 1917 he ap- 
plied for an internship in New York under Emmett Holt and during this time worked and 
distinguished himself with such famous men as Bartlett, Schloss and Koplik. He then re- 
turned to Montreal to be on the staff of the then little known Children's Memorial Hospital, 
working in an atmosphere both unfriendly to Jews and suspicious of the then new area of 
specialization. The satisfaction of his work through the years, of a full professorship 

at McGill, of two sons who also became pediatricians, as well as the challenge of special 
problems to handle and posers to diagnose is all reflected here and shares its interest. 


(LC:59-6431) 
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February 26 





Reid, Alastair Little, Brown - A.M.P. 
ODDMENTS, INKLINGS, OMENS, MOMENTS $3.75 













Known for his books for children (Ounce, Dice, Trice, etc.) Reid now presents 

poetry for adults, in a collection in which the theme is almost "Amazement is the thing..." & 
A gentleness envelops his portraits of cats, ghosts, of "true" women and the astonishment : 
of loving, and his range is from fantasy to a review of moments in his own life. There 

are vivid glimpses of Spain; there are the revelations of mirrors and the disturbances 

created by time; there are the tiny things to terrify and astound. A pleasantness in 

phrase making and a nimbleness of thought make this a book of personal appeal. (LC:59-5933) 


















Schifferes, Justus-fd. Little, Brown 
THE HOME MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA 5 Ja, $4.95 


An extensive encyclopedia, which is a dictionary as well, has been designed to 
serve for quick (emergency situations) as well as steady reference, and to summarize 
modern medical knowledge. There are some 2500 topics, cross referenced, with longer 
sections on the more general phases of disease and well-being (pregnancy, the common cold, 
immunity, etc.) which run to several pages- with illustrations, while sometimes a single 
word serves to define a term. The coverage is comprehensive, from both physical and psy- 
chiatric disabilities and diseases to drugs, instruments, hospitals, health insurance and 
miscellaneous affiliated subjects..... What it helps to assure- longevity- should apply 
to the market as well. 


Needham, Jane Boyle Putnam 
LOOKING UP $3.50 


--- and back over her 36 years, of which the last nine have been spent in an 
iron lung, this is still an effervescently extroverted account of her accommodation to a 
life which has its real rewards. So did marriage to Jim, a pilot, gay and glamorous - 
whose disaffection, after polio left her almost completely and permanently paralyzed, e 
still left her with Ann, Susan and Craig, the three children whose custody he demanded but 
she retained, after his marriage to another woman. Her story does not bypass the roughest 
spots; the first days after she was stricken- and almost died; the four years of hospital- 
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ization which followed; the thought that she was losing the children as well as 
Jim, and their withdrawal from her during the years of illness. But there are 
brighter moments as well, which followed when she was able to secure her release 
from the County Hospital and return home with her three devoted nurses; the help 
of her parents, and friends, and people in the community; the satisfaction in 
bringing up her family successfully and in participating in their lives; etc. So 
that it adds up to- largely- a cheerful, grateful story, only indirectly inspira- 
tional. And Rosemary Taylor ("as told to") has helped to contribute to its human 
interest. (LC:59-5676) 


February 26 


Carse, Robert | Rinehart 
RUM ROW $3-95/ 


A companion volume to The Age of Piracy again cruises in hot waters, tells 
the story of prohibition and the lawlessness to which it led on land and sea. The 
hero here on Rum Row, before it was monopolized by organized crime, was Captain 
William ("the real") McCoy, the first to become a seagoing smuggler, whose attempt 
to bring in a cargo worth $684,000, after his captain had died at sea, through bad 
storm conditions- is an exciting story. The independents soon lost out to the 
syndicates and their go- through guys who attacked the contraband fleets, a cut- 
throat, conscienceless group. The Coast Guard played an unhappy role and some of 
its members, tired of the lonely, wretched and underpaid assignments, were suscept- 
ible to bribes. Socialites- and sportsmen- helped the traffic along and contributed 
their boats to the sorties, etc. While, on the whole, this is a scattered- to 
questionably sketchy- story of this disreputable decade, there are exciting incidents- 
and they are handled with ease. (LC:59-5334) 


Gellhorn, Martha Simon & Schuster 
THE FACE OF WAR $3.75 


Sketches, written at the time, are here collected from four wars in eight 
years and viewed from twelve countries, in the hope that, read again, against current 
threats, they will be some small deterrent on the "imbecile road to nothingness". 
From Spain, in 1937, to Dachau, in 1945, the repetitive impact grows through the 
people - civilians, service men - alive, wounded, dying, dead, - children, widows, 
prisoners, - in trenches, hospitals, bombed out areas, concentration camps, wrecked 
homes, in flight - are visited by the "malignant disease" of war. Each piece is pre- 
faced by its background and, written from the intensity of the situation, the inclu- 
sions have a disturbing forcefulness and deeply felt emotion. Finland, China, Italy, 
Paris, Holland; Poles, Germans, Russians as well as all the others; in flight, in 
the line of battle, on the march with various units; the author's reports are stirring 
and effective. There should be an audience here but who can tell? Most of these 
appeared in Collier's. (LC:59-7262) 


February 27 


Pratt, Theodore Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FLORIDA ROUNDABOUT $3.95 


A gentleman- who claims the distinction of being the writer to write the 
most about Florida throughout a career which has been distinctive enough to open 
the facilities of the Huntington Hartford Foundation to him offers a collection of 
demi-fiction about Florida as the produce of a summer spent in the California 
sanctuary. A discourse on his twenty-five year love affair with the state leads 
into the stories,- essentially expositions of the elements of Florida he loves and 
fears are increasingly lost through the development boom. A young man eloquently 
known as "Handsome" parries the unholy ways of some Holy Sanctifiers; a Cracker 
whose wife has died in the night during childbirth carries on with his cockfight the 
following day; Henry Harper's Shakespeare Troupe surrenders its costumes to the 
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Seminoles to save their own scalps (this is based on a true incident); a school teacher 

is shocked by the low behavior of high society at a Palm Beach cocktail party; a couple 

of old codgers rally from retirement; a young man decides not to embark on his father's & 
business selling “the American dream" when he discovers it means despoiling by develop- 

ment the Coconut Grove he loves. Simply, nicely spun, not shying from the darker aspects 

of racial conflict, incorporating them as the construction versus conservation struggle 

is woven in, these are pleasant, unpretentious sociological sketches for a ruminative 


hour. (1LC:59-5561) 
February 27 3]. 


Amrine, Michael Putnam 
THE GREAT DECISION $3.95 


* Subtitled The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb, this assembles the known data 
(there is still information unavailable to journalists) on the Bomb from the time, in 
1939, when Einstein was persuaded by fellow scientists to inform President Roosevelt that 
such a weapon was possible, to the surrender of Japan. Most of the book is straight 
reportage: Truman's belated knowledge of the Manhattan Project; his creation of the ad- 
visory Interim Committee, under the Chairmanship of Secretary of War Stimson; the heavy 
secrecy at Los Alamos and Oak Ridge; the training of the Army Air Force's 509th squadron 
for the mission about which they knew very little; the roles of Britain and Russia; the 
revelation to Stalin at Potsdam of the fact of the Bomb. He reviews the problems faced 
by the Interim Committee: how certain was it that the Bomb would work, should Japan be 
warned of this new kind of destruction, could the atomic development be kept a secret if 
the Bomb were not used, could other countries make such weapons and how soon. Only in 
a final chapter entitled Conscience and Questions does the author venture into opinion. 
His conclusions: insistence on Japan's unconditional surrender was both ruthless and un- 
realistic: that Japan was not sufficiently warned of the disastrous effects of the new 
weapon and that this warning, which the scientists had called for, was eliminated at & 
Potsdam; finally, that the Decision was an American one, agreed to by Churchill (who was 
most optimistic about the Bomb), but made by Truman. Sober, lucid and of importance. 


Meeker, Oden Scribner 
THE LITTLE WORLD OF LAOS $4.50 


A report from CARE's first representative to Laos, this observes the kingdon, 
its history, and its people with good will, deep interest and a definite personal liking. 
Arriving in late 1954 to cope with famine areas, he saw the country before the more in- 
tensive American invasion, when there was a "tranquillity just this side of Rip Van Winkle"; 
lost his heart to the feckless charm of the Lao, and effected his first distribution of 
15,000 packages of food in spite of hazards inherent in the surroundings. There are stories 
of his "circuit riding" to far off tribes, of his visits to neighboring Thailand, Cambodia, 
Angkor Wat; he traces the intricate political situation that surrounds, and abounds in, 
Laos; there are sketches of the foreign and native dignitaries and the economic and social 
aspects of the Lao Way of Life; there are amusing pictures of living in Vientiane, the 
capital, and of the kind of flying that is necessary (but not for "congenital cowards"). A 
book that is aware of the appeal of this tiny, isolated, ancient country offers lots of 
material for the travel minded, the follower of world history and those concerned with CARE 
operations. There will be a 32 page photographic section by Homer Page. The author is now 
chief of CARE in India and wrote the equally illuminating Report On Africa. (LC:59-6175) 


February 28 


Duncan, Bob Dutton 
BUFFALO COUNTRY $4 00 & 


The "buffalo country” of this unpretentious book by an Oklahoma professor, 
lecturer and artist is a land of folklore rather than actual fact, of buffalo hunters 
rather than the American bison himself. Making the surprising and highly questionable 
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statement that the white man deliberately set out to exterminate the vast buffalo 
herds because he knew that otherwise the West could not be conquered, the author, 
drawing largely on WPA records, tells of the professional killers who set up their 
Sharps rifles at the edge of the herds, slaughtering the stupid beasts mercilessly 
foy their hides and flesh, the wolf killers, a despised breed poisoning the wolves 
feasting on the carrior, and finally the bone-pickers, harvesting what was left for 
fertilizer factories. Pleasantly written and an excellent addition to the printed 
lore of the West the book, which contains many previously unpublished and apocryphal 
folk-tales, has little pretense at deep historical accuracy; with little interest 

to eastern readers it should appeal within limits to those residents in the West 

and Southwest who are interested in the background of their own country. Illustrated. 
(LC:59-5812) 


FQUR LATE COMERS 


Rothenstein, Sir John Abrams 
THE TATE GALLERY $20.00 


London's Tate Gallery houses what is probably the most comprehensive and 
select collection of British paintings and sculpture extant. In this collection, 
spanning the last three centuries and edited by the present director of the gallery, 
samplings of significant British masters-- Turner, Hogarth, Blake, Whistler, Gwen 
John, Constable, Millais, Rossetti, Sargent, Augustus John, Moore, and others--are 
available to the non-British reader. Containing sixty-eight full color reproductions 
and thirty-eight reproductions in photogravure, examples of continental art also 
appear, but the prime force of this meticulous anthology is to dispel the myth that 
the British have remained uninvolved in the field of graphic art. A convincing 
historical and aesthetic testament to British artistic acumen, an excellent and edi- 
fying gift selection. (LC:58-13485) 


Grohmann, W. & Others Abrams 
ART SINCE 1945 $15.00 


Compiled by art authorities from leading European countries and from New 
York, this collection of sixty color and one-hundred-and-twenty rotogravure repro- 
ductions, attempts to reveal that which has been the main stream of painting in 
the last decade. Whether or not a really representative choice has been made is 
not certain. But what does emerge, if this anthology is to be considered definitive, 
is that in the last ten years there has been a sharp and partisan swing toward non- 
representational and abstract work, a trend which almost levels national distinc- 
tions. The school of abstract-expressionism with its tendency toward a certain re- 
presentationalism has surely been apparent, at least in the States, in recent years, 
but in this collection there is little evidence of such a movement. This for the 
avant-garde, for the critical or active participant in the contemporary world of 
graphic art, or for those who simply like to be up to date on names and movements. 


(LC :58-13479 ) 


Boller, Willy (Boston Book & Art Shop) 
MASTERPIECES OF THE JAPANESE COLOR WOODCUT ee eee 
: 25.00 


* The artists of the Ukiyo-e (pictures of the floating world) have, for the 
last four hundred years, reflected everything which is potent and meaningful in 
Japanese society. In this deluxe edition which contains the work of over forty 
masters of the demanding technique of woodcut printing, the Western reader is able 
to perceive through the superb and generous reproductions Mr. Boller presents, the 
purity and force of these pictures, a force which had a singularly influential effect 
on European artists of the nineteenth century. Over and over again, the Bi-Jin 
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(beautiful woman) appears, graceful but full of awesome power, purposeful yet dreaming, 
sensual and remote. And at the hands of each artist she attains a new dimension, the 
culmination of his peculiar vision of the world of events and the women who are its life 4s 
force. A striking argument against those critics who consider the Japanese technically 
naive, the feats of perspective, the genius at conveying space within a tiny area, the 
infinite achievements at color and shading despite the rigid limitations imposed by the 
technique manifest in these points break through the veil of provincialism with brilliance. 
It may be hoped that the Shunga or erotic paintings so frequently referred to by the author 
as major preoccupations of the artists discussed, will as a result of such serious in- 
sights as Mr. Boller's, be made accessible to the American public. A rare gift choice. 





Wheeler-Bennett, John W. St. Martin's Press 
KING GEORGE VI $10.00 


The period bridged by the reign of George VI was vital not only for Britain but 
for the world in transition. More. than half the ruling monarchs had fallen before his 
death; those who survived found a decline in the governmental role, a growth in the per- 
sonal role as front to the government. This is therefore a study of the monarchy- as well 
eas of a man not trained to leadership, who overcame his handicaps, and by quiet courage 
and perseverance, sense of loyalty and responsibility, endeared himself to his people. He 
showed a capacity of rising to emergencies and grew on all counts with the role he in- 
“*herited at Edward's abdication. His letters and diaries indicate- as his public pronounce- 
ments did not - a sense of frustration in the limitations imposed, on not being consulted, 
on his suggestions being disallowed - although treated with consideration. In final as- 
sessment, Wheeler-Bennett sums up the process of de-personalization of the constitutional 
powers, the restrictions on the frequency of invoking the rights, and the discretion ex- 
ercised in the event of being needed to maintain the front. During George's reign, pioneer 
work was done in industrial welfare, in developing closer relations between the throne and 
the world of manufacturing. All in all, the public interest in the throne was intensified, 
first by the abdication, then by the monarch's personal achievements, finally by the sen- 
timent attached to the royal family today. (LC:58-13050) 








PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DADE AND PRICE 
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827 Kern, Alfred- THE WIDTH OF WATERS- from 1/20 to 1/6 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

831 Adams, Samuel H.- TENDERLOIN- price is $3.50. Date is 1/19 (Random House) 

842 Morros & Samuels- MY TEN YEARS AS A COUNTERSPY- price from $4.95 to $3.95 (Viking) 

851 Lipsky, Eleazar- THE SCIENTISTS- definite date 1/26 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 

861 Larson, Arthur- WHAT WE ARE FOR- from 1/7 to 2/9 (Harper) 

881 Nilin, Pavel- Title from HUNTERS IN THE SNOW to COMRADE VENKA (Simon & Schuster ) 

882 Berkman, Sylvia- BLACKBERRY WILDERNESS- from 2/5 to 2/12 (Doubleday) 

884 Soles, Gordon H.- CORNBREAD AND MILK- from 2/5 to 2/12 (Doubleday) 

884 Stewart, Donald- CROW- from 2/5 to 2/12 (Doubleday) 

885 Wilkins, Vaughan- CONSORT FOR VICTORIA- from 2/5 to 2/12 (Doubleday) 

888 Schiddel, Edmund- THF DEVIL IN BUCK'S COUNTY- definite date 2/2 (Simon & Schuster) 

897 Reiko Hatsumi- RAIN AND THE FEAST OF STARS- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Houghton, 
Mifflin) 

898 Howe, George- MOUNT HOPE- from 2/9 to 2/20 (Viking) 

898 Mead & Benedict- AN ANTHROPOLOGIST AT WORK- from 2/9 to 2/5 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

899 Bedford, Sybille- THE TRIAL OF DR. ADAMS- from 2/11 to 2/27 (Simon & Schuster) 

900. Causley, Charles- UNION STREET- from 2/12 to 6/? (Houghton, Mifflin) 

901 Van Doren, Dorothy- THE PROFESSOR AND I- definite date 2/25 (Appleton-Century- 

Crofts ) 
903 Larkin, Margaret- SEVEN SHARES IN A GOLD MINE- definite date 2/4 (Simon & Schuster) 





Erratum: Brombaugh & Roshco- YOUR GIFTED CHILD- line one should read Hunter Elementary 
893 School- not Hunter High School. (Henry Holt) 
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